“Be Good To My Little Baby Girl”: Taking Care of our Bluegrass Instruments

By Julie Bryant; Southwest Baptist University; Bolivar, Mo.

Grade level: 6-8; Music, Visual Arts, Communication Arts, Speech/Theater & Technology

Brief Summary:

Students will research proper techniques for maintaining and caring for various bluegrass instruments. After research, students will design posters displaying steps for maintenance of instruments, compose piggy back songs using familiar bluegrass tunes to teach others how to care for instruments, and perform short skits of how to maintain and care for bluegrass instruments.

Goals and Objectives:

Students will express through art, music and drama, proper maintenance and care of bluegrass instruments.

Summary of Lesson:


Students will research proper techniques for maintaining and caring for various bluegrass instruments. After research, students will design posters displaying steps for maintenance of instruments, compose piggy back songs using familiar bluegrass tunes to teach others how to care for instruments, and perform short skits of how to maintain and care for bluegrass instruments.

Evaluation and Assessment:

Students’ posters will be evaluated based on established criteria in a checklist. Their piggy back songs will be evaluated according to a rubric. Their dramatic interpretations will be evaluated upon whether or not they present both correct and incorrect ways of caring for an instrument.

Example Checklist for Poster

	Name of student
	Criteria 1
	Criteria 2
	Criteria 3
	Criteria 4

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	


Example Checklist for Dramatic Interpretation

	Name of Student
	Correct Care
	Incorrect Care

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


Example Checklist for Piggy Back Song

	Name of Student
	Title Given
	Tune Given
	Words fit the Tune
	Teaches about instrument care

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	


Follow-up Activities:

Each student can be given a small version of one instrument (child-size, can even be a “toy”) to take home each day for a week. Students can be asked to keep a daily log of ways they maintained and took care of their instrument.

Students can be quizzed over proper care strategies.

If parents agree, students can “graduate” from the crash course in instrument care and they can actually rent an instrument to practice, play and care for based upon an established and agreed upon length of time.

Oral presentations could be given to younger students by the 6th-8th graders using their posters, songs and dramatic interpretations to facilitate learning in the young musicians.

Additional Information (including national and/or state requirements or standards addressed:

All standards come from the Grade Level Expectations for the state of Missouri and are aligned with the National Standards when appropriate.

· Demonstrate singing skills using a singing voice, match pitch in appropriate range (Music, Product/Performance, 1 A, 6-8, National Standard MU 1)

· Use dynamics and phrasing, apply vocal techniques required for expressive performance of varied literature (Music, Product/Performance, 1 B, 6-8, National Standard MU 1)

· Demonstrate instrument maintenance and care (Music, Product/Performance, 2A, 6-8, National Standard MU 2)

· Perform and apply stylistic elements of a varied repertoire of music of various cultures, genres, and styles (Music, Product/Performance, 2 C, 6-8, National Standard MU 2)

· Improvise short songs and instrumental pieces, Improvise simple rhythmic variations on familiar melodies (Music, Product/Performance, 3 A, 6-8, National Standard MU 3)

· Use a variety of brush strokes to create smooth area, texture. Create a variety of colors, tints, shades by mixing (Visual Art, Product/Performance, 1 B, 6-8, National Standard VA 1) 

· Create original artwork that communicates ideas (Visual Art, Product/Performance, 3 C, 6-8, National Standard VA 1)

· Use monochromatic, analogous, complementary colors (Visual Art, Elements and Principles, 1 E, 6-8, National Standard VA 2)

· Use shape, line, size, and color contrast (Visual Art, Elements and Principles, 2 C, 6 and 8, National Standard VA 2)

· Create maps, graphs, timelines, charts, diagrams to communicate information (Social Studies, Tools of Social Science Inquiry, 7 B, 6-8, Standard SS 7)

· Use technological tools for research and presentation (Social Studies, Tools of Social Science Inquiry, 7 D, 6-8, Standard SS 7)
· Apply decoding strategies to “problem solve” unknown words when reading when needed (Communication Arts, Reading, 1 C, 6-8, Standard CA 2)
· Develop vocabulary through text using context clues, dictionary (Communication Arts, Reading 1 D, 6-8, Standard CA 2)
· Apply pre-reading strategies to aid comprehension (Communication Arts, Reading 1 F, 6-8, Standard CA 2)
· During reading, utilize strategies to visualize, paraphrase, summarize (Communication Arts, Reading, 1 G, 6-8, Standard CA 2)
· Apply post-reading skills to comprehend, interpret, analyze, and evaluate text: reflect, paraphrase, summarize (Communication Arts, Reading 1 H, 6-8, Standard CA 2)

· Use details from text to paraphrase or summarize author’s stated ideas (Communication Arts, Reading, 3 C, 6 and 7, Standard CA 3)
· Follow a writing process to pre-write, draft, revise for audience and purpose, share writing (Communication Arts, Writing, 1 A, 6-8, Standard CA 1)
· Compose text showing awareness of audience, choosing a form appropriate to topic and audience (Communication Arts, Writing, 2 A, 6 and 7, Standard CA 4)
· Compose text with a clear beginning, middle, end using a variety of sentence structures (Communication Arts, Writing, 2 C, 6-8, Standard CA 4)
· Speak, move, and generate ideas spontaneously through improvisation and acting (Speech/Theatre, Product/Performance, 1 B, 7)
· Apply appropriate audience behavior at various performances (Speech/Theatre, Product/Performance, 1 E, 6-8)
· Participate in a performance for an audience (Speech/Theatre, Product/Performance, 1 F, 6)
Resources Used:

Audio Resources

Visual Resources

Internet Resources

http://www.jacktuttle.com/HarmonyVocals.htm 

http://www.jacktuttle.com/mp3.html
http://www.ehow.com/how_2106816_care-fiddle.html
http://www.ehow.com/how_2099373_care-mandolin.html
http://www.ehow.com/how_2096753_care-banjo.html
http://www.ehow.com/how_2036977_care-guitar.html
http://www.ehow.com/how_2086318_care-upright-bass.html 

Other materials

Objectives:

Students will express through art, music, and drama proper maintenance and care of bluegrass instruments.

Materials used:

· computers with Internet access 

· paper and writing tool for taking notes

· large pieces of poster board or canvas paper

· paints, brushes, paint shirts or smocks

· sheet music with lyrics to 5 or 6 fairly common bluegrass songs

· CD player with CDs of these songs if students are unfamiliar with the songs

· paper and writing tools for composing songs and speeches 
· space to perform dramatic presentations.
Prior Knowledge and Experience/Curriculum Content:

Students should be able to perform Internet searches and feel confident in paraphrasing or summarizing ideas in text. This lesson integrates Music, Visual Art, Communication Arts, Speech/Theatre and Technology.

Procedures:

1. The teacher will activate students’ prior knowledge by holding a discussion about the instruments associated with bluegrass music. The discussion will include vocabulary regarding instrument types. The teacher will explain the objective for the lesson is that students will be able to demonstrate how to properly maintain and care for bluegrass instruments.
2. Students will use the following link(s) to research the instruments. 

How to care for the fiddle:

http://www.ehow.com/how_2106816_care-fiddle.html
How to care for the mandolin:

http://www.ehow.com/how_2099373_care-mandolin.html
How to care for the banjo:

http://www.ehow.com/how_2096753_care-banjo.html
How to care for the guitar:

http://www.ehow.com/how_2036977_care-guitar.html
How to care for the bass:

http://www.ehow.com/how_2086318_care-upright-bass.html 

3. While visiting the sites, students will use reading strategies to decode unknown words such as using context clues or dictionaries. They will take notes of what they discover about maintenance of the instruments by summarizing or paraphrasing the author’s text.
4. Students will then break up into five groups of 3-4 students to create a poster. They may use either canvas paper or poster board and paints to design a poster that explains steps for how to care for one of the five main bluegrass instruments (banjo, bass, guitar, mandolin, fiddle). Students should be encouraged to mix colors to create texture, various tints, shape, line, and contrast. A mini-lesson could be taught regarding the difference in monochromatic, analogous, and complementary colors and students can decide on the color scheme they will represent with their posters.
5. While posters are drying, students can work with their same group members to select a familiar bluegrass tune (Can’t You Hear Me Calling, Memories of You, Love Please Come Home, Little Cabin Home on the Hill etc.). The teacher can give each group the sheet music and lyrics of the song selected. If students are unfamiliar with the songs, the teacher can allow the groups to listen to the songs on CD or at the following link:  http://www.jacktuttle.com/mp3.html
Sheet music can be found with the lyrics at the following link: http://www.jacktuttle.com/HarmonyVocals.htm  
6. They will then use the familiar bluegrass tune and work collaboratively to write a piggy-back song which uses new lyrics with a familiar tune. The words of the song should be correlated to the poster they designed so that the song teaches others about how to take care of their particular instrument.
7. After they have become “experts” at the maintenance of their instrument, they will use their posters to present their care tips and teach their classmates their piggy back song.
8. The students should be encouraged to use their singing skills to match pitch (by singing along with the music if needed) and use proper dynamics and phrasing.
9. The students who are part of the listening audience will take notes so that they also become “experts” on how to care for each of the other instruments. This is important for the final activity.
10. The teacher will then randomly assign each group a different instrument (one of which they did not do a poster or song). Students will make a T-chart of how to care for and how not to care for an instrument. 
11. Using the ideas accumulated on the T-chart, the groups must work together to write a one act script to perform for their classmates the steps they learned for how to care for the new instrument they’ve been assigned. The script should have a clear beginning, middle and end.
12. Groups of students will take turns performing their plays. Audience members will demonstrate proper etiquette when they are not performing. 

Indicators of Success:

· Students’ posters will give steps to properly maintain one of the five instruments.

· Students’ songs will be expressive of how to maintain one of the five instruments.

· Students’ dramatic interpretations will reflect their ability to maintain one of the other five instruments.

Supplementary Information: 

The format of this lesson is so that it could be accomplished in an integrated day because it encompasses all areas of the arts and many subject areas. It should be up to individual teachers whether the lesson is broken down into parts or taught in its entirety. 
