Beyond Jam Sessions: Hosting a Bluegrass Festival 

By Julie Bryant; Southwest Baptist University; Bolivar, Mo.
Grade level: 6-8; Music, Visual Arts, Social Studies, Science, Math, Technology

Brief Summary:

Students will attend a bluegrass festival. While there, they will keep a journal of their experience including comparing/contrasting the bands they see. When back at school, students will plan a bluegrass festival of their own. They will plan the line-up of bands, the fees, the location, and vendors. Students will design posters to advertise their festival and consider careers in the field of bluegrass.

Goals and Objectives:

Students will attend, describe, and recreate a bluegrass festival.

Summary of Lesson:

Students will attend a bluegrass festival. While there, they will keep a journal of their experience including comparing/contrasting the bands they see. When back at school, students will plan a bluegrass festival of their own. They will plan the line-up of bands, the fees, the location, and vendors. Students will design posters to advertise their festival and consider careers in the field of bluegrass.
Evaluation and Assessment:

Journals of attendance will be collected and read by the teacher. Descriptions comparing and contrasting bands will be read by the teacher. Folders created by the students will be collected. Contents of the folders will be checked to assure students included reasoning for the selection of the bands, the fees, location, and vendors. Additionally, their posters will be evaluated using a checklist.

Example Rubric for Folder

	Criteria
	Points


	

	4
3
2
1
 

Completion of Required Sections
All required sections are complete.

One required section is missing.

Two or three required sections are missing.

More than three required sections are missing.

 

____

Missing Sections 
No sections of the notebook are missing.

One sections of the notebook is missing.

Two sections of the notebook are missing.

Three or more sections of the notebook are missing.

____

Headers / Footers
No required header(s) and/or footer(s) are missing within notebook.

One or two required header(s) and/or footer(s) are missing within notebook.

Three or four required header(s) and/or footer(s) are missing within notebook.

More than four required header(s) and/or footer(s) are missing within notebook.

____

Organization
All assignment and/or notes are kept in a logical or numerical sequence.

One or two assignments and/or notes are not in a logical or numerical sequence.

Three or Four assignments and/or notes are not in a logical or numerical sequence.

More than four assignments and/or notes are not in a logical or numerical sequence.

____

Neatness
Overall notebook is kept very neat. 

Overall notebook is kept in a satisfactory condition. 

Overall notebook is kept in a below satisfactory condition. 

Overall notebook is unkept and very disorganized. 

____

 

 

 

 

Total---->
____




Example Checklist for Poster or Flyer

	Name of student
	Criteria 1
	Criteria 2
	Criteria 3
	Criteria 4

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	


Follow-up Activities:

Ideally, students could (with much adult support) get sponsors and actually hold a real bluegrass festival in their area. Proceeds from the event could go to the school for various needs.

Individuals who make their living in the bluegrass industry could be invited to be guest speakers in the classroom.

Students could make crafts and refreshments/concessions to serve at a nearby bluegrass festival. Proceeds could go toward the school or for a charity/benefit.
Additional Information (including national and/or state requirements or standards addressed:

All standards come from the Grade Level Expectations for the state of Missouri and are aligned with the National Standards when appropriate.

· Determine source, describe mood, determine origin, characterize use by function and intended audience (Music, Artistic Perceptions, 1 B, 6-8, National Standard MU 6)

· Demonstrate ability to distinguish between quality and non-quality performance through listening (Music, Artistic Perceptions, 2 B, 6-8, National Standard MU 7)

· Describe ways in which principles and subject matter of other disciplines are interrelated with those of music (Music, Interdisciplinary Connections, 1 B, 6-8, National Standard MU 8)

· Explain importance of group participation, perseverance, and commitment in musical settings (Music, Interdisciplinary Connections, 1 B, 6-8, National Standard MU 8)

· Describe function of music in various settings (Music, Historical and Cultural Contexts 1 C, 6-8, National Standard MU 9)

· Attend and describe live musical experiences (Music, Historical and Cultural Contexts 1 C, 6-8, National Standard MU 9)

· Compare and contrast a variety of music and music related vocations (Music, Historical and Cultural Contexts 1 D, 6-8, National Standard MU 9)

·  Use a variety of brush strokes to create smooth area, texture. Create a variety of colors, tints, shades by mixing (Visual Art, Product/Performance, 1 B, 6-8, National Standard VA 1)

· Create lines, shapes, composition using a general software such as paint tools in Microsoft Word (Visual Art, Product/Performance 1 C, 6-8, National Standard VA 1)

· Illustrate text (Visual Art, Product/Performance, 3 B, 6, National Standard VA 1)
· Create original artwork that communicates ideas (Visual Art, Product/Performance 3 C, 6-8, National Standard VA 1)

· Use monochromatic, analogous, complementary colors (Visual Art, Elements and Principles 1 E, 6-8, National Standard VA 2)

· Use shape, line, size, and color contrast (Visual Art, Elements and Principles, 2 C, 6 and 8, National Standard VA 2)

· Apply the following economic concepts: investment, profit (Social Studies, Economic Concepts and Principles, 4 A, 7, Standard SS 4)

· Use technological tools for research and presentation (Social Studies, Tools of Social Science Inquiry, 7 D, 6-8, Standard SS 7)
· Multiply and divide positive rational numbers (Math, Number and Operations, 3 C, 6, Standard MA 1)

· Solve problems involving elapsed time hours and minutes (Math, Measurement, 1 C, 6, Standard MA 5)

· Solve problems involving addition and subtraction of time (Math, Measurement, 1 C, 7, Standard MA 5)

· Collect and interpret weather data to explain present day weather and to predict the next day’s weather (Science, Processes and Interactions of the Earth’s Systems, 5 Ee, 6-8)

· Apply decoding strategies to “problem solve” unknown words when reading when needed (Communication Arts, Reading, 1 C, 6-8, Standard CA 2)
· Develop vocabulary through text using context clues, dictionary (Communication Arts, Reading 1 D, 6-8, Standard CA 2)
· Apply pre-reading strategies to aid comprehension (Communication Arts, Reading 1 F, 6-8, Standard CA 2)
· During reading, utilize strategies to visualize, paraphrase, summarize (Communication Arts, Reading, 1 G, 6-8, Standard CA 2)
· Apply post-reading skills to comprehend, interpret, analyze, and evaluate text: reflect, paraphrase, summarize (Communication Arts, Reading 1 H, 6-8, Standard CA 2)
· Use details from text to paraphrase or summarize author’s stated ideas (Communication Arts, Reading, 3 C, 6 and 7, Standard CA 3)
· Follow a writing process to pre-write, draft, revise for audience and purpose, share writing (Communication Arts, Writing, 1 A, 6-8, Standard CA 1)
· Compose text showing awareness of audience, choosing a form appropriate to topic and audience (Communication Arts, Writing, 2 A, 6 and 7, Standard CA 4)
Resources Used:

Audio Resources

Visual Resources

http://karenswhimsy.com/public-domain-images/# http://www.princetonol.com/groups/iad/links/clipart.html
http://www.renofest.com/fall_festival_flyer08.pdf http://www.threshers.com/farmpark/bluegrass/images/BgFlyer08.pdf
http://www.windgapbluegrass.com/files/wgflyer08.pdf
Internet Resources

http://www.bluegrassfestivalguide.com/
http://www.bluegrassworks.com/events.php 

http://www.festivalfinder.com/bluegrass/  

http://www.bluegrassmidwest.com/index.php 


http://www.larryweaver.com/entertainment/bluegrass-bands.asp
Other materials

The rubric for the folder was made online at http://www.teach-nology.com/web_tools/rubrics/
Objectives:


Students will attend, describe, and recreate a bluegrass festival.

Materials used:

· access to an actual bluegrass festival

· journals for students to keep record of their attendance and experience at the festival

· computers with Internet access

· paper and writing tools for taking notes

· poster board paper, paints, brushes, paint shirts or smocks

· access to free public use clipart such as from http://karenswhimsy.com/public-domain-images/# and/or http://www.princetonol.com/groups/iad/links/clipart.html 

· color paper to print flyers 

· folders to keep information gained, reflections, explanations.
Prior Knowledge and Experience/Curriculum Content:

Students should feel comfortable analyzing and critiquing bluegrass bands for style, instruments represented, etc. They should have basic economic concepts of price, fees, profit, advertisement, etc. They should have basic mathematical concepts of time. It would also be helpful if students lived near a city/town that has bluegrass bands that perform at local talent venues. The teacher will have to secure permission from the school district and parents to be able to take the students on a field trip outside of typical school hours (weekends or evenings). This lesson integrates Music, Visual Art, Social Studies, Science, Math and Technology.
Procedures:

1. The teacher will activate students’ prior knowledge by holding a discussion about bluegrass music. The discussion will include information regarding instrument types, influential musicians of bluegrass, where bluegrass music is popular, etc.  The teacher will explain the objective for the lesson is that students will be able to plan their very own bluegrass festival.
2. The teacher will explain to the students that they will be attending a bluegrass festival and while there, they will be expected to keep a journal and folder taking note of the following:

· What instruments are represented in each group?

· What style of bluegrass music is represented by each group?

· What are the number of males and females represented in each group?

· What songs did the group play? Which one was your favorite?

· Describe the mood and determine the origin of at least one of the songs.

· Would you say the bands gave a quality or non-quality performance?

· Compare/contrast two of the bands.

· How long did each group play? How long did they have between bands?

· Describe how music played an important part in the festival.

· Besides the bands, who else was there?

· What vendors were represented?

· Make notes of advertisement (collect a sample if possible).

· How much did things cost? (ticket, food, drinks, camping, parking, crafts, etc.)
3. Students will use the following link(s) to research various bluegrass festivals.  http://www.bluegrassfestivalguide.com/ 

http://www.bluegrassworks.com/events.php 

http://www.festivalfinder.com/bluegrass/  

http://www.bluegrassmidwest.com/index.php 
4. While visiting the sites, students will use reading strategies to decode unknown words such as using context clues or dictionaries. They will take notes of what they discover about planning and carrying out a festival by summarizing or paraphrasing the author’s text. All journal entries and notes taken during research should be kept in a folder. Rationales for answering the questions during research will also be written in the students’ journals and turned in with the folders.

5. The teacher may choose to divide up the research so that groups of students use online research to become experts in the following:

· Where will the bluegrass festival be held? (location) Will this place accommodate parking, camping, food and craft vendors?

· When will the festival take place? (time of year, weekend or week day)

· Consider the weather for that time of the year. Chart the weather for that week from previous years.

· What will the price be for admission? Will there be discounts for students, senior citizens, etc.? Will there be a price break for multiple days of attendance?

· How much will the bands be paid to perform? http://www.larryweaver.com/entertainment/bluegrass-bands.asp 

· What bands will be invited to perform? (local talent, big names)

· Who will run the sound at the festival? What is a fair price to pay this person?

· How will the festival be advertised? Look into the prices to advertise in the local paper, on the radio, on television, through posters.
6. Some students will work to create posters to advertise their festival. They may choose to use monochromatic, analogous or complementary colors. Students should be encouraged to mix colors to create texture, various tints, shape, line and contrast. A mini-lesson could be taught regarding the difference in monochromatic, analogous, and complementary colors and students can decide on the color scheme they will represent with their posters.
7. Other students will design flyers on the computer using general software with paint tools to communicate ideas regarding the festival. They should be encouraged to use shape, line, size and color contrast. Ideas for the flyers can come from http://www.renofest.com/fall_festival_flyer08.pdf and/or http://www.threshers.com/farmpark/bluegrass/images/BgFlyer08.pdf and/or http://www.windgapbluegrass.com/files/wgflyer08.pdf 
8. The teacher may choose to integrate economics and mathematics into this by assigning real-life situational problems for the students to consider while researching. For example, students could be given a set amount of money such as $5000 to budget their expenses for the festival. They can solve problems using multiplication and division to see how much money they would make on ticket sales (after the students determined the price for admission). They can solve problems involving time using addition and subtraction of time elapsed for each band. They can also solve problems involving investment and profit.
9. Students can do additional research into careers related to the field of bluegrass music. Information gleaned can be presented in a written or oral report using the writing process to produce a paper with an obvious beginning, middle, and end.

Indicators of Success:

· Students will have a completed folder with journal entries, research notes, flyers, and answers to the research questions.

· Students will be able to describe a bluegrass festival after personally attending one.

· Students will be able to plan their own bluegrass festival and give rationale for their planning choices.

· Students will be able to present information on career opportunities affiliated with the bluegrass music industry.

Supplementary Information:
The format of this lesson is so that it could be accomplished in an integrated day because it encompasses all areas of the arts and many subject areas. It should be up to individual teachers whether the lesson is broken down into parts or taught in its entirety.
