“Crawdad Hole” - With the “Crawdad” Actors
By Mary Munsey; Watauga Elementary School; Abingdon, VA
Grade level: Pre-K, K, 1, 2 and Special Education
Subject Area focus: Music

Brief Summary:

In a 40 minute class period, I introduce the “Crawdad” song by showing a crawdad (rubber fishing lure), playing CD versions of the song (“You get a line and I’ll get a pole, honey….”).  Next, I set up a chair for the “fisherman” up front.  Another child gets to be the “Crawdad” seated in front of the other; two “ducks” also get to swim across the lake. The song can easily be performed five or six times using four children each time as actors. The kids love to sing and act out this song. I also play the song on my guitar and sing it during class. In the recording, we hear and discuss the instruments. I also show them my fiddle, banjo and mandolin and explain that this song can be performed by any bluegrass group with instruments taking turns playing the melody.
Goals and Objectives:

· Introduce bluegrass instruments
· Teach a traditional American folk song which has become a favorite of bluegrass bands and folk groups 

· Involve students actively in acting out a story

· Foster a desire in students to hear and learn other “fun” songs, ballads and songs that use bluegrass instruments

· Have students participate in a song that is part of their American heritage.
Summary of Lesson:

· The lesson begins with a few questions to the students. The depth of the questions depends on whether I’m teaching it to pre-K, K, 1st, 2nd or Special Ed.
· I might ask: How many of you have ever heard bluegrass music?  What is it? What instruments play bluegrass? Can other instruments also play bluegrass sometimes?  (Yes, Dobro, harmonica, etc…)

· I show my posters of bluegrass instruments.

· Ask if they know any bluegrass songs, if songs have to be serious all the time, and if some songs are lots of fun?
· I might ask if any of them have ever been fishing and if they know what a crawdad is.  Next mentioning that some folks call crawdads “crawfish” or “crayfish.” In relation to history and culture, I might ask if people used to fish a lot more than they do now, and why it was so important.

· I would play my guitar and sing the “Crawdad” song for them once, to show the simple nature of the song.

· Play Doc Watson’s recording of the song to show his style and interpretation, followed by playing a CD of a bluegrass group I used to perform with doing the song. We then discuss the differences in instrumentation and verse arrangements.
· I’d show the children several “Crawdads” which I purchased in the fishing aisle of a local store.

· Set up a chair in the font of the room for the fisherman, complete with a pole (a cat toy with cloth fish on the end-available at most pet stores), and a straw hat (any fishing hat will do).  I explain that as the song goes along, the actors show the story.  All of the audience will need to help with actions in the verses too, such as in the verse that says “I sat on the bank till my feet got cold” pretending to be cold (shivering), carrying a heavy “sack full of crawdads” on one verse, cast their fishing lines on the chorus each time it says “You get a line…” 
· While cast is at the front acting out, the others sing the song; tap the steady beat with two fingers in the palm, or play the steady beat lightly on rhythm sticks.

· Before the play starts, the whole class may walk the steady beat of the music in a circle while singing or tapping two fingers. First and second graders might swing their partners on the chorus each time.

· After the play, name the bluegrass instruments on the posters and discuss ballads and other songs that tell bits of stories. (Bluegrass instruments: fiddle, mandolin, guitar, banjo, bass, sometimes Dobro)
· Add instruments to the lesson; rhythm sticks for steady beat could be used.

· I show my string instruments (banjo, fiddle and mandolin) and play a few phrases on each.
· I hand out a copy of the words to each student to take home. I also give out a picture of a “crawdad” to color.

Evaluation and Assessment:
Informal assessment occurs during the lesson.  The teacher listens to see if students are able to sing the words, clap a steady beat (two fingers on the palm), keep a steady beat on rhythm sticks, walk the beat in a circle and act out the story. Also, the students are asked to name five bluegrass Instruments.  I also have a poster with instruments that I show and they name. 

Follow-up Activities:
The students are given a copy of the words to take home and “teach” to their families. They are to ask their grandparents if they know this song. They are encouraged to take their dad or a friend fishing at a “Crawdad Hole” sometime if they can.
I have a picture of a crawdad to give to Pre-K, K, and Special Ed children to take and color.

Additional Information (including national and/or state requirements or standards addressed):

National Standards for Music:


Standard #1
Singing with others a varied repertoire of music. (bluegrass, old-time)

Standard #2
Performing on instruments. (Rhythm sticks)


Standard #6
Listening to and describing music. (bluegrass, strings…)

Standard #8
Understanding relationships between music and the other arts. (Drama)
Standard #9

Understanding music in relation to history and culture. (Folk song heritage, 
evolving into bluegrass 
Resources Used:
Audio Resources

“Crawdad Hole” - Doc Watson, Songs for Little Pickers, Sugar Hill Label

“Crawdad Hole” - Doug Elliot (and friends), Crawdads, Doodlebugs & Creasy Greens, Native     Ground Music, Asheville, NC 

“Crawdad Song” - Mary Munsey, Yakety Grass, Classic Recording, Bristol, TN

Visual Resources

Unknown composer, wrote out the words from various recordings
Lesson Plan Outline: Crawdad Hole-With the “Crawdad Actors”
Objectives:
To teach the “Crawdad Hole” song and actions to Pre-K, K, 1st and 2nd grade elementary music students.

Materials used:

CDs, posters, props for the actors such as: a fishing pole and hat, plastic crawdads

Optional materials: guitar and instruments to demonstrate (banjo, fiddle, mandolin)
Prior Knowledge and Experience/Curriculum Content:


Children should be familiar with the string instrument family.
Procedures:

1.  Talk about bluegrass music and instruments. Show posters or pictures of the basic instruments: guitar, fiddle, banjo, mandolin, and bass 

2.  Talk about fishing, crawdads and the words mentioned in the song that the children might not know.
3.  Listen to several recordings of “Crawdad Hole.” Compare and contrast.

4.  Move to the music in a circle; tap the steady beat with fingers or rhythm sticks.

5.  Act out the story of the song. Have different players each time.

Indicators of Success:

Students will - 
· Learn the words
· Describe the instruments they heard
· Name several bluegrass instruments
· Be eager to take the song home and perform it and teach it to their families.
Supplementary Information:


There are many recordings of “The Crawdad Hole” available online and in record shops.
