Where in the World are Gibson and Martin G’Tar?: Bluegrass Around the World

By Julie Bryant; Southwest Baptist University; Bolivar, Mo.

Grade level: 6-8; Music, Visual Arts, Social Studies, Communication Arts, Technology

Brief Summary:

Students will work in study groups to conduct online searches to discover the impact of bluegrass in the United States and abroad. One group will find and pinpoint the roots of early influence. The second group will pinpoint where the masters of bluegrass were in the United States. The third group will pinpoint bands across the U.S. and world. All groups will create and share information obtained in a PowerPoint presentation. Students will then compose letters and design fictional characters to send to various bluegrass bands in the U.S. and abroad to obtain postcards, pictures, festival fliers, souvenirs, etc.

Goals and Objectives:

Students will research, construct maps, and create presentations to graphically depict the influence of bluegrass music in the United States and abroad.

Summary of Lesson:

Students will work in study groups to conduct online searches to discover the impact of bluegrass in the United States and abroad. One group will find the roots of early influence and pinpoint them on a world map. The second group will pinpoint where the masters of bluegrass were in the United States. The third group will pinpoint bands across the U.S. and world. All groups will create and share information obtained in a PowerPoint presentation. Students will then compose letters and design fictional characters (Gibson and Martin) to send to various bluegrass bands in the U.S. and abroad to obtain postcards, pictures, festival fliers, souvenirs, etc.  

Evaluation and Assessment:

Students’ tri-fold boards and PowerPoint presentations will be evaluated for determined criteria using a scoring guide. Each group will be evaluated based upon the information presented for their specific objective. Maps will also be graded. A final evaluation would be the map and journal responses of the students as information is collected by way of the fictional characters’ assignment.

Example Scoring Guide for Tri-fold Boards 

Name of student_______________________

___(5) Artistic elements present 

___(5) The color scheme is appealing

___(5) Communication of ideas is clear

___(5) Proper grammar and spelling

Example Scoring Guide for PowerPoint Presentation

Name of student _______________________________

___(5) Clip art and graphics are included and enhance presentation

___(5) Correct spelling and grammar

___(5) Information of ideas is clear and logical

___(5) Maps are included that show specific objective

Example Checklist for Maps
	Name of Student
	Correct Information
	Correct Labeling

	
	
	

	
	
	


Example Rubric for Presentations

	Criteria
	Points


	

	1

2

3

4

 

Organization
Audience cannot understand presentation because there is no sequence of information.

Audience has difficulty following presentation because student jumps around.

Student presents information in logical sequence which audience can follow.

Student presents information in logical, interesting sequence which audience can follow.

____

Content Knowledge
Student does not have grasp of information; student cannot answer questions about subject.

Student is uncomfortable with information and is able to answer only rudimentary questions.

Student is at ease with content, but fails to elaborate.

Student demonstrates full knowledge (more than required)with explanations and elaboration.

____

Visuals
Student used no visuals.

Student occasional used visuals that rarely support text and presentation.

Visuals related to text and presentation.

Student used visuals to reinforce screen text and presentation.

____

Mechanics
Student's presentation had four or more spelling errors and/or grammatical errors.

Presentation had three misspellings and/or grammatical errors.

Presentation has no more than two misspellings and/or grammatical errors.

Presentation has no misspellings or grammatical errors.

____

Delivery
Student mumbles, incorrectly pronounces terms, and speaks too quietly for students in the back of class to hear.

Student incorrectly pronounces terms. Audience members have difficulty hearing presentation.

Student's voice is clear. Student pronounces most words correctly. 

Student used a clear voice and correct, precise pronunciation of terms.

____

 

 

 

 

Total---->
____




Example Rubric for Maps

	POINT VALUES


	

	CATEGORY
5
4
3
2
1
Completeness

Everything 

completed.

Most items 

completed. Missing 1-5

Most items completed. Missing 6-10

Missing 11-15 items 

Incomplete

Accuracy

Everything is located accurately. Spelling

correct. 

Most items located accurately 1-5 off. 

Most spelling OK 

Location not sure on 6-10. Spelling unsure. 

10 or more items out of place. Poor spelling. 

Incomplete

Neatness

Exceptional 
Color/Orderly

/Legible
All horizontal labels 
All contours.
Ink labels 
Good
Color/Orderly/Legible
Most horizontal labels
Some contours.
Ink & Pencil labels
Satisfactory
Color/Orderly/Legible
Some horizontal labels 
Few contours. 
Pencil labels 
Poor
Color/Orderly/Legible
Few horizontal labels 
Incomplete
No color 
No horizontal labels 
No contours
No labels
Required Items

ALL items present.

Missing One

Missing Two

Missing Three

Incomplete

 

 

 

 

SCORE:
___/20



Follow-up Activities:

Maps from each group could be displayed on a hallway bulletin board entitled “Where in the World is Bluegrass Music Known?”

Another hallway display could showcase where Martin and Gibson met actual bands as they traveled inside and outside of the United States. The artifacts can be on display next to pictures and short biographies of the bands who participated.

Additional Information (including national and/or state requirements or standards addressed:

All standards come from the Grade Level Expectations for the state of Missouri and are aligned with the National Standards when appropriate.

· Describe ways in which principles and subject matter of other disciplines are interrelated with those of music (Music, Interdisciplinary Connections, 1 B, 6-8, National Standard MU 8)

· Explain importance of group participation, perseverance, and commitment in musical settings (Music, Interdisciplinary Connections, 1 B, 6-8, National Standard MU 8)

· Describe function of music in various settings (Music, Historical and Cultural Contexts 1 C, 6-8, National Standard MU 9)

· Use a variety of media to create texture (Visual Art, Product/Performance 1 A, 7, National Standard VA 1)

· Create lines, shapes, composition using a general software such as paint tools in Microsoft Word (Visual Art, Product/Performance 1 C, 6-8, National Standard VA 1)

· Create original artwork that communicates ideas (Visual Art, Product/Performance 3 C, 6-8, National Standard VA 1)

· Use monochromatic, analogous, complementary colors (Visual Art, Elements and Principles 1 E, 6-8, National Standard VA 2)

· Use shape, line, size, and color contrast (Visual Art, Elements and Principles, 2 C, 6 and 8, National Standard VA 2)

· Use geographic research sources to acquire, process, and report information (Social Studies, Elements of Geographic Study and Analysis, 5 A, 6-7, Standard SS 5)

· Construct maps (Social Studies, Elements of Geographic Study and Analysis, 5 A, 6-7, Standard SS 5)

· Locate major cities and nations of the world, states of the United States (Social Studies, Elements of Geographic Study and Analysis, 5 B, 6 and 8, Standard SS 5)

· Locate and describe geographic places using absolute and relative location (Social Studies, Elements of Geographic Study and Analysis, 5 B, 6-8, Standard SS 5)

· Analyze how a person becomes a member of a group or institution and what factors influence inclusion/exclusion (Social Studies, Relationships of Individuals and Groups to Institutions and Traditions, 6 E, 8, Standard SS 6)

· Select, investigate, and present a topic using primary and secondary resources including oral interview, artifacts, journals, documents, photos, letters (Social Studies, Tools of Social Science Inquiry, 7 A, 6-8, Standard SS 7)

· Create maps, graphs, timelines, charts, diagrams to communicate information (Social Studies, Tools of Social Science Inquiry, 7 B, 6-8, Standard SS 7)

· Use technological tools for research and presentation (Social Studies, Tools of Social Science Inquiry, 7 D, 6-8, Standard SS 7)
· Identify and describe the significance of individuals who have made contributions to our state and national heritage (Social Studies, U.S. and World History, 3a B, 6-8, Standard SS 3)

· Find the range and measures of center including mean, median, and mode (Math, Data and Probability 2 A, 6, Standard MA 3)

· Apply decoding strategies to “problem solve” unknown words when reading when needed (Communication Arts, Reading, 1 C, 6-8, Standard CA 2)
· Develop vocabulary through text using context clues, dictionary (Communication Arts, Reading 1 D, 6-8, Standard CA 2)
· Apply pre-reading strategies to aid comprehension (Communication Arts, Reading 1 F, 6-8, Standard CA 2)
· During reading, utilize strategies to visualize, paraphrase, summarize (Communication Arts, Reading, 1 G, 6-8, Standard CA 2)
· Apply post-reading skills to comprehend, interpret, analyze, and evaluate text: reflect, paraphrase, summarize (Communication Arts, Reading 1 H, 6-8, Standard CA 2)
· Identify and explain text features in biography and autobiography (Communication Arts, Reading 3 A, 6, Standard CA 3)
· Use details from text to paraphrase or summarize author’s stated ideas (Communication Arts, Reading, 3 C, 6 and 7, Standard CA 3)
· Follow a writing process to pre-write, draft, revise for audience and purpose, share writing (Communication Arts, Writing, 1 A, 6-8, Standard CA 1)
· Compose text showing awareness of audience, choosing a form appropriate to topic and audience (Communication Arts, Writing, 2 A, 6 and 7, Standard CA 4)
· Compose text with a clear beginning, middle, end using a variety of sentence structures (Communication Arts, Writing, 2 C, 6-8, Standard CA 4)
Resources Used:

Audio Resources

Visual Resources

http://www.fotosearch.com/clip-art/ladder.html
Internet Resources

http://www.ibma.org/about.bluegrass/history/index.asp   
http://www.bluegrass-museum.org/masters/generation.htm   

http://www.bluegrassmusicprofiles.com/IBMA%202008%20Award%20Winners.htm
Other materials

The rubrics for the presentation and maps were made online at http://www.teach-nology.com/web_tools/rubrics/
Objectives:

Students will research, construct maps, and create presentations to graphically depict the influence of bluegrass music in the United States and abroad.

Materials used:

· computers with Internet access

· four maps of the world

· four maps of the United States

· thumbtacks or flagged straight pins

· three tri-fold presentation boards

· construction paper, scissors, glue, paint

· paper for reproducing maps, drawing tools

· computers with PowerPoint programs 

· access to free public use clip art

· paper and writing tools for writing speeches for presentations

· paper and writing tools for writing or typing letters

· projection system for classroom viewing of presentations

· copies of biography of fictional characters Gibson and Martin (attached)

· sturdy paper and drawing tools

· envelopes and postage.
Prior Knowledge and Experience/Curriculum Content:

Students should be comfortable with using computers for online searches. They should have background knowledge in basic geography of the United States and countries of the world. They should be able to create PowerPoint slides using Microsoft PowerPoint or a similar presentation computer program. Students should also be confident in writing a friendly letter. This lesson integrates Music, Visual Art, Social Studies, Math, Communication Arts and Technology.

If teachers are familiar with the Flat Stanley project by Jeff Brown, this lesson uses a similar idea to collect information for geographic study.
Procedures:

1. The teacher will activate students’ prior knowledge by holding a discussion about the style of bluegrass music. The discussion will include vocabulary regarding instrument types, successful names affiliated with bluegrass, etc. The teacher will explain the objective for the lesson is that students will be able to locate the influence of bluegrass music in the United States and abroad.
2. The teacher will then divide the students into three groups to conduct research. Group 1 will search to find the roots of early influence to pinpoint on a world map. Group 2 will search to locate where the masters of bluegrass were/are in the United States. Group 3 will search to locate current bluegrass bands across the U.S. and world.
3. Students will use the following link(s) to research the influence of bluegrass: 

Group 1:  http://www.ibma.org/about.bluegrass/history/index.asp   
Group 2: http://www.bluegrass-museum.org/masters/generation.htm   

Group 3: http://www.bluegrassmusicprofiles.com/IBMA%202008%20Award%20Winners.htm 
4. While visiting the sites, students will use reading strategies to decode unknown words such as using context clues or dictionaries. They will take notes of what they discover about their areas of research by summarizing or paraphrasing the author’s text.

5. Students will take notes on the information found. They should also use map outlines to make notation of their findings in relation to a U.S. and/or world map.
6. Students will use the notes they made on the maps to construct their own maps using any artistic medium provided. Students can use thumbtacks or flagged straight pins to show locations found in the research.
7. Students will work with their group members to create a tri-fold board to display pictures, maps, interesting information gleaned from research. The tri-fold board should be a visual representation of artwork used to communicate ideas. Students may use monochromatic, analogous, or complementary color schemes in their designing of the tri-fold boards.
8. They will also work with their group members to design a PowerPoint presentation including graphic or clipart of their findings to present to their classmates. Students will follow the writing process to include all key ideas with a strong beginning, middle, and end. The students must describe the geographic places using absolute and relative location. Biographies of individuals should be presented stating the significant contribution of members of the bands.
9. The teacher will then share the fictional story of the Bluegrass Buddies, Gibson and Martin. From the story, the students will be encouraged to create “paper dolls” of these two characters. The students may choose to do this project in a couple of ways. They may draw the characters and create clothing for them to demonstrate various texture or they may design the characters using general software with paint tools. See Attached: Fictional Story of Gib and Martin
10. The teacher will teach a mini-lesson to review the parts of a friendly letter. Students will then write (or type) letters addressed to one of the various bluegrass bands in the United States or abroad that was presented by their peers. The letter will explain that the class is doing a project that integrates geography with music. They are writing to request band members take pictures with Gib and Martin and send autographed band pictures, fliers, postcards, souvenirs, etc. to learn more about the band (their group members, participation, perseverance, and commitment to the music). See Attached: Example Letter
11. As information comes in about Gib and Martin’s adventures with the bands, the students will write their thoughts in a journal. Students will analyze how the individuals became members of the group, how they were selected, their role, etc. The teacher can create a large display using a U.S. map and a map of the world to pinpoint places represented by bands that responded to the written requests.
12. As statistics for where bands are in the U.S. and abroad come in, students can work to analyze the numbers of where bands are represented. They can report these numbers in mean, median and mode.

Indicators of Success:

· Students will obtain information through research.

· Students will construct a map and label it according to their group objective.

· Students will create and present a PowerPoint presentation.

· Students will write and send a friendly letter.

· Students will gather and report data as information is obtained from the class project.

Supplementary Information:

The format of this lesson is so that it could be accomplished in an integrated day because it encompasses all areas of the arts and many subject areas. It should be up to individual teachers whether the lesson is broken down into parts or taught in its entirety. 

Attachments: 

Fictional Story of Gib and Martin G’Tar:

Gibson and Martin G’Tar: Bluegrass Buddies

By Julie Bryant

One day a teenage boy named Gibson was walking down the road minding his own business when out of nowhere a gust of wind blew a bright blue piece of paper smack into his face. As Gibson peeled it off to examine it, he discovered that it was a flier to a bluegrass event that was held in his hometown. He checked his hand-held schedule and found he could attend and decided right then and there to see what it was all about.

Meanwhile, in another part of town, Martin G’Tar, another teen, was asked to wipe down the tables in his dad’s restaurant. As he picked up the local paper to return it to the stack on the counter, he noticed a large advertisement for a bluegrass festival that would be held that weekend just down the road at the city park. Martin asked his dad to let him out of working on Saturday so that he could see what the festival had to offer.

When the day of the bluegrass festival arrived, both boys ended up at the festival gate with lawn chairs in tow about the same time. They paid the admission price and took their seats as close to the stage as possible.  The emcee announced that the first band was about to take the stage. Both boys looked at each other for the first time as the band kicked off with a fast banjo tune. Gibson thought he’d never heard anything so wonderful in all his life. Martin was thinking the same thing when he heard another band member take off on a guitar solo that brought the audience to their feet. Without even realizing he was speaking out loud, Gibson said, “I want to do that!” Martin heard him, nodded emphatically, and said, “Me too! Let’s do it!”

Martin and Gibson exchanged cell phone numbers and promised they’d meet up to discuss the possibilities of starting to play the driving music they had just witnessed. It was only a matter of time before Gibson joined Martin at his father’s restaurant to earn the money they needed to buy their first banjo and guitar. Soon, the boys were meeting daily after school to have their own jam sessions. 

It went fairly well for quite some time, but the boys felt that too much was still missing from their newly formed band. They knew their name was the Bluegrass Buddies since it was the high lonesome sounds of the music that brought them together as friends. Yet, a two-man band just was not enough. The boys decided they needed to form a full band. They would search from coast to coast to find the greatest band members to join the Bluegrass Buddies. 

Martin and Gibson wrote up the following job description:

Wanted: Bluegrass band members from the United States and abroad.

Qualifications: Interested parties must have a love for bluegrass, be committed to play at festivals around the nation, and be skilled at playing the mandolin, bass, fiddle, or even the banjo or guitar.

Those interested should send a photo of themselves with their instruments along with a postcard or letter about their band, hometown and favorite bluegrass tunes.

Can you help Martin and Gibson find their band members to join the Bluegrass Buddies? You’ll have to look at lots of bands across the United States or even overseas. When you think you’ve found the perfect band member, send Martin and Gibson on a quest to meet them so that they may learn all they can about a possible future band member! 

Attachment 2:

Example Letter:

Date

Dear ________________,


We are writing this letter to ask you to please participate in a school project for us that integrates music and geography. I am a student in ________________’s class at _______________ School in ____________. We are trying to learn all that we can about bluegrass music and the bands involved in the industry. For our project, we created fictional characters named Gibson and Martin G’Tar, the Bluegrass Buddies, to travel all over the U.S. and the world meeting as many stars of bluegrass as possible. We are requesting that you take a picture of your band with our Bluegrass Buddies then send it back to us at the school. If you would like, we’d love to have autographed pictures, fliers, postcards, souvenirs, etc. to learn more about your band. We’d also appreciate anything you can share about the participation, perseverance, and commitment of your group members.

Sincerely,

Student

School

