Jed’s Tennessee Journey
By Julie Mitchell; Lake Forest Middle School; Cleveland, Tenn.
Grade level: 7 (adaptable to a wide range of grade levels); Subject Area focus: Social Studies
Brief Summary:

This lesson is designed to help students learn about geographic features by studying the lyrics of selected bluegrass songs relating to Tennessee.  As a culminating activity, students will learn the major geographic features of the state of Tennessee by singing them to the tune of a familiar bluegrass song:  “Ballad of Jed Clampett.”  In this way, the students will “lead” Jed Clampett, the original character of the song, on a journey across Tennessee.

Goals and Objectives:

As stated in the Tennessee Curriculum Standards for 7th-grade social studies, the student will be able to:

· Distinguish between types of maps (i.e., political, physical, climate, land-use resource, …)

· Identify the major river systems of Tennessee

· Identify the six physical regions of Tennessee (i.e., Unaka Mountains, Valley and Ridge, Cumberland Plateau, Highland Rim, Central Basin, and Gulf Coastal Plain).
As stated in the Tennessee Curriculum Standards for 7th-grade music, the student will be able to:

· Demonstrate the ability to sing in an ensemble selected musical examples

· Analyze aural examples of a varied repertoire of music representing diverse genres and cultures

· Explore the sources and development of at least one American music genre and correlate well-known performers associated with that genre.
Summary of Lesson:

This lesson is designed to help students learn about geographic features by studying the lyrics of selected bluegrass songs relating to Tennessee.  Students will be required to complete several maps of the state, labeling its natural regions and major rivers.  As a culminating activity, students will learn the major geographic features of the State of Tennessee by singing them to the tune of a familiar bluegrass song:  “Ballad of Jed Clampett.”  In this way, the students will “lead” Jed Clampett, the original character of the song, on a journey across Tennessee.

Evaluation and Assessment:

Informal Evaluation/Assessment through teacher-observations:

· Satisfactory participation in small group activity and class reporting/brainstorming activity (time-on-task, appropriate behavior, meaningful contributions, etc.)

· Satisfactory participation in singing the song, “The Tennessee Landforms” (appropriate behavior and effort)

Formal Evaluation/Assessment through written activities:

· Accurate completion of Tennessee maps (labeling and coloring specified maps to show the locations of Tennessee’s six natural regions and three major rivers)

· Accurate completion of “The Tennessee Landforms” Lyrics Completion Worksheet

Follow-up Activities:

· Map Activity (see Lesson Plan Procedures #4)

· “The Tennessee Landforms” Lyrics Completion Worksheet (see Lesson Plan Procedures #6)

· Extension Activity (see Lesson Plan Procedures #7)

Additional Information (including national and/or state requirements or standards addressed:

National Council for the Social Studies Themes addressed (http://www.socialstudies.org/standards/strands):

· Theme I:  Culture

· Theme II:  Time, Continuity, and Change

· Theme III:  People, Places, and Environments

National Council for Geographic Education Standards addressed (http://www.ncge.org/publications/tutorial/standards/):

· Standard 1: How to use maps and other geographic representations, tools, and technologies to acquire, process, and report information.
· Standard 4: The physical and human characteristics of places.
· Standard 6: How culture and experience influence people's perception of places and regions.
Resources Used:

Audio Resources

· Carter Family.  (Released 1998).  “The Mountains of Tennessee.”  On The Carter Family - Last Sessions: Their Complete Victor Recordings (1934-41) [CD].  
· Flatt, L. & Scruggs, E.  (Released 2000).  “The Ballad of Jed Clampett.”  On Hard Travelin' Featuring the Ballad of Jed Clampett/Final Fling [CD}.  West Conshohocken, PA:  Collectables Records.
· Osborne Brothers.  (Released 1996).  “Don’t let Smokey Mountain Smoke Get in Your Eyes.”  On Country Bluegrass [CD].  Universal Special Products.  
· Osborne Brothers.  (Released 1996).  “Rocky Top.”  On Country Bluegrass [CD].  Universal Special Products.

Visual Resources

· Teacher-created PPT (attached—background pictures for slides were taken from the website Tennessee History for Kids, available at http://www.tnhistoryforkids.org/)

Internet Resources

· BluegrassLyrics.com

http://www.bluegrasslyrics.com
· Jimmy Martin—“Tennessee” 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=t7w255760yE
· Osborne Brothers—“Don’t Let Smokey Mountain Smoke Get in Your Eyes” http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LscE2FcQw6s&feature=related
· Osborne Brothers—“Rocky Top” 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_n9prNixjbg
Other materials

· Lyrics for the following songs were taken from http://www.bluegrasslyrics.com:

· “Ballad of Jed Clampett” (version: Flatt and Scruggs)
· “Don’t Let Smokey Mountain Smoke in Your Eyes” (version: N/A) 
· “Home in Tennessee” (version: The Carter Family)
· “Mountains of Tennessee, The” (version: The Carter Family)
· “Rocky Top” (version: Osborne Brothers)
· “Tennessee” (version: Jimmy Martin)
· Outline maps of Tennessee
· Textbook: 
Weeks, T. & Womack, B.  (2002). Tennessee: The history of an American state.  (3rd Ed.).  Atlanta:  Clairmont Press.  

· Student-Created CD:  
Groovin’ Bruins, Track 4:  “The Tennessee Landforms” (funded by Bradley/Cleveland Public Education Foundation Mini-Grant)
Lesson Plan Outline: Jed’s Tennessee Journey
Objectives:

As stated in the Tennessee Curriculum Standards for 7th-grade social studies, the student will be able to:

· Distinguish between types of maps (i.e., political, physical, climate, land-use resource, etc.)
· Identify the major river systems of Tennessee

· Identify the six physical regions of Tennessee (i.e., Unaka Mountains, Valley and Ridge, Cumberland Plateau, Highland Rim, Central Basin, and Gulf Coastal Plain).
As stated in the Tennessee Curriculum Standards for 7th-grade music, the student will be able to:

· Demonstrate the ability to sing in an ensemble selected musical examples

· Analyze aural examples of a varied repertoire of music representing diverse genres and cultures

· explore the sources and development of at least one American music genre and correlate well-known performers associated with that genre.
Additionally, the student will be able to:

· Describe the traditional sound of bluegrass music, including instruments used

· Explain at least one reason why “mountains” are often mentioned in bluegrass lyrics.
Materials used:

· Bluegrass song lyrics (see list in 5D above)

· Computer with CD/audio capability and Internet access (for YouTube videos)

· Various bluegrass CDs (see list in 5A above)

· Outline maps of Tennessee

· Textbook: Tennessee: The History of an American State
· Teacher-created PowerPoint: “The Tennessee Landforms” (attached)

· Student-created CD: Groovin’ Bruins, Track 4:  “The Tennessee Landforms”

· Teacher-created Worksheet:  “The Tennessee Landforms” Completion Activity (attached)

Prior Knowledge and Experience/Curriculum Content:

Prior to this lesson, students have been introduced to different types of geographic features and different kinds of maps.  This lesson allows students to apply the learning to a specific place, namely the State of Tennessee.
Procedures:

Day 1 Procedures:

1. Small Group Activity:  Divide students into groups of 4-5 students.  Give each group a copy of different bluegrass songs that include lyrics mentioning geographic features.  Have each group study the lyrics, noting the geographic features mentioned.  Students should use context clues to determine specific information (if included) about the geographic features.

2. Class Reporting/Brainstorming Activity:  Allow each group to report to the class.  On the board, list the geographic features mentioned in the songs.  Look for similarities and differences in those mentioned.   Ask students to identify locations in Tennessee where the geographic features listed on the board can be found.  These descriptions may include cities, parks, regions, etc.  Ask students, “Why do you think so many of the songs include something about “mountains” in the lyrics?”  (Note: The previous question is of major importance to understanding the origins of bluegrass music.)

3. Listening/Viewing Activity:  Listen to (or view YouTube video of) at least two songs used by the student groups.  Next, play an instrumental arrangement of the “Ballad of Jed Clampett.”  Ask students if they have ever heard the song.  If so, where?  Ask students if they know who performed the song for the television show.  After students have answered, allow them to hear the “Ballad of Jed Clampett” with the lyrics included.  Explain that the “Ballad of Jed Clampett” and the song lyrics they reviewed in each group are examples of bluegrass music.  Ask students what each of the songs have in common (sound and style, instruments used, lyrics about Tennessee, etc.).  Tell students that they will later use this familiar bluegrass tune (“Ballad of Jed Clampett”) to help them learn and remember the geographic regions of Tennessee. 

4. Map Activity:  Students will use a textbook or other resource(s) to label and color a map of Tennessee’s six natural regions (Unaka Mountains, Valley and Ridge, Cumberland Plateau, Highland Rim, Central Basin, and Coastal Plain) and three major rivers (Tennessee, Cumberland, and Mississippi) as identified in the Tennessee Curriculum Standards

Day 2 Procedures:

5. Singing Activity:  Share the following scenario with students:  Say, “Yesterday, we listened to a bluegrass song titled the “Ballad of Jed Clampett.”  The song told us a story about a “poor mountaineer” and his family moving to California.   However, before Jed Clampett and his kin can get to Beverly Hills, they must cross the state of Tennessee on their route.  It is your job to help Uncle Jed know what kind of land the family will encounter as they travel from their mountain home.  So before they set off on their trip, you will sing a bluegrass song for them describing Tennessee’s landscape.  The song will help Jed know what to expect as he journeys across Tennessee.”  Teach students the new lyrics of the “Ballad of Jed Clampett.”  The lyrics now reflect the major geographic regions found across the state of Tennessee.  Learning these lyrics will help students remember the regions from east to west.  Additionally, the lyrics will provide general information about the geographic features, names of major rivers, and selected major cities.  Students will sing the song daily until mastered, and at various other times throughout the unit of study on Tennessee.  The song will also be used during review activities in preparation for standardized testing.  

6. Lyrics Completion Worksheet:  After learning the new lyrics, now titled “The Tennessee Landforms,” students will be required to complete a lyrics worksheet.  This activity may used as daily grade or as a quiz/test grade.  Additionally, the completion worksheet may be assigned at any time:  shortly after learning the song, weeks later, or at any time during the year.

Extension Activity:  Ask students to locate additional bluegrass songs that include lyrics relating to geographic features.  The songs located for the extension activity are not limited to those mentioning Tennessee in the lyrics.  Students should bring the lyrics and/or soundtracks to class for the purpose of sharing what they have found.  Remind students that the songs can be traditional or modern examples of bluegrass.
Indicators of Success:

Students will

· Satisfactory participation in group activity

· Accurate completion of Tennessee maps

· Satisfactory participation in singing the song, “The Tennessee Landforms” 

· Accurate completion of lyrics worksheet for the song, “The Tennessee Landforms”

Supplementary Information:

Although this lesson centers around the geographic features of a specific state, the ideas and activities are easily adaptable to other states and/or regions.  The “new” lyrics for the “Ballad of Jed Clampett” were originally written for a CD project completed by 7th-graders, which included songs for social studies, science, math, reading, and grammar.  “The Tennessee Landforms,” as the song was newly-titled, is the only bluegrass tune included on the CD.  The new lyrics were written by a 7th-grade social studies teacher.  During the recording session, accompaniment was provided by one of the school’s music teachers, who played the song by ear on piano (obviously not a true bluegrass instrument, but the only instrumentation used during the recording sessions).  The song was sung by one of our 7th-grade students.  After the CDs were recorded, they were distributed to approximately 130 students and were also used in the classroom as one method to prepare for the state’s standardized test.  The song has now been used for three to four years to teach 7th-graders about the geography of Tennessee.  In addition, the song has been presented at a variety of professional development workshops for teachers; lyrics were provided for attendees as an encouragement to incorporate the song into their own classrooms and/or schools.
Attachments: See next page.
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Directions:  On the back of this paper, number 1-20.  For each number, write the correct word(s) that complete the song’s lyrics.
[image: image1.emf]“The Tennessee Landforms”

(Tune:  “The Ballad of Jed Clampett”)
Well, come and listen to my story ‘bout the state of Tennessee.

There’s so much to see and do it’s a great place to be.

[image: image2.emf]You can hike the many trails of the      1      in the      2     ,

Called the      3      by the Native Cherokee…
The      4      that is, part of the      5     .
Great           6   (3 words)        is the next place we’ll see.

[image: image3.emf]We’ll go fishing in the river that is called the      7     .

The      8   (2 words)      will be our next stop,

With its really steep sides and its high flat top.

We can travel on to the      9   (2 words)   ;

On its western side, in the      10      we’ll swim. 

It flows through the      11   (2 words)    also,

[image: image4.emf]Which is shaped like the bottom of a bowl…

Our capital is here,      12      that is.
Well we’ve finally reached the      13      side

Where the      14      River two places does divide.

The      15   (2 words)    is very low and flat.

The southwest corner--where      16      is at…

Along the      17      River that is, the      18      boundary of the state.
Well now we’ve been all across our state.

We hope you can tell that it is really great.

The      19      natural regions show all kinds of land.

And the      20      major rivers, they are all really grand…

In Tennessee that is, ya’ll come back and see us now, ya hear.
