“I Am a Man of Constant Sorrow”: Bios of Bluegrass
By Julie Bryant; Southwest Baptist University; Bolivar, Mo.

Grade level: 6-8; Music, Visual Arts, Social Studies, Communication Arts, Technology

Brief Summary:

Students will gather information about men and women who have made significant contributions to bluegrass music. They will study and then write a biography about the life of one of these individuals, write a bio-poem, create a biography ladder, sculpt a likeness of the individual, dramatize the bluegrass artist, study the styles of the individuals, then “ape the greats” by rewriting lyrics to one of the artist’s songs.

Goals and Objectives:

Each student will biographically represent, through writing, art, drama and music, the life and accomplishments of an individual who has made a significant contribution to bluegrass music.

Summary of Lesson:

Students will gather information about men and women who have made significant contributions to bluegrass music. They will study and then write a biography about the life of one of these individuals, write a bio-poem, create a biography ladder, sculpt a likeness of the individual, dramatize the bluegrass artist, study the styles of the individuals, and then “ape the greats” by rewriting lyrics to one of the artist’s songs.

Evaluation and Assessment:

Students will be evaluated through their written biography of their particular bluegrass artist. In addition, their bio-poems, biography ladders, piggyback songs, sculptures and dramatic representations will be evaluated through checklists or rubrics.

	Name: ________________________

	Teacher: 



	

	Date Submitted: ____________

Title of Biography: ___________________



	 

Criteria
Points
1

2

3

4

 

Organization
Sequence of information is difficult to follow.

Reader has difficulty following work because student jumps around.

Student presents information in logical sequence which reader can follow.

Information in logical, interesting sequence which reader can follow.

____

Content Knowledge
Student does not have grasp of information; student cannot answer questions about subject.

Student is uncomfortable with content and is able to demonstrate basic concepts.

Student is at ease with content, but fails to elaborate.

Student demonstrates full knowledge (more than required).

____

Grammar and Spelling
Work has four or more spelling errors and/or grammatical errors.

Presentation has three misspellings and/or grammatical errors.

Presentation has no more than two misspellings and/or grammatical errors.

Presentation has no misspellings or grammatical errors.

____

Neatness
Work is Illegible.

Work has three or four areas that are sloppy. 

Work has one or two areas that are sloppy. 

Work is neatly done.

____

References
Work displays no references.

Work does not have the appropriate number of required references.

Reference section was completed incorrectly

Work displays the correct number of references, written correctly.

____

 

 

 

 

Total---->
____

Teacher Comments:



	

	


Example Checklist for Bio-Poem

	Name of Student
	Follows the Poem Form
	Does Not Follow the Form

	
	
	

	
	
	


Example Checklist for Biography Ladders

	Name of Student
	Had the birth of the person
	Had the death or present day of the person
	Had 3-5 additional facts about the person
	Events were in sequential order

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	


Example Checklist for Piggy Back Song

	Name of Student
	Title Given
	Tune Given
	Words fit the Tune
	Teaches about a person 

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	


Example Checklist for Sculptures

	Name of Student
	Did their best
	Sculpted using proper material
	Created and labeled a likeness

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	

	

	  

Criteria
Points
4
3
2
1
 

Body Language
Movements seemed fluid and helped the audience visualize.

Made movements or gestures that enhanced articulation.

Very little movement or descriptive gestures.

No movement or descriptive gestures. 

____

Eye Contact
Holds attention of entire audience with the use of direct eye contact.

Consistent use of direct eye contact with audience.

Displayed minimal eye contact with audience. 

No eye contact with audience.

____

Introduction and Closure
Student delivers open and closing remarks that capture the attention of the audience and set the mood.

Student displays clear introductory or closing remarks.

Student clearly uses either an introductory or closing remark, but not both. 

Student does not display clear introductory or closing remarks.

____

Pacing
Good use of drama and student meets apportioned time interval.

Delivery is patterned, but does not meet apportioned time interval.

Delivery is in bursts and does not meet apportioned time interval.

Delivery is either too quick or too slow to meet apportioned time interval.

____

Poise
Student displays relaxed, self-confident nature about self, with no mistakes.

Makes minor mistakes, but quickly recovers from them; displays little or no tension.

Displays mild tension; has trouble recovering from mistakes.

Tension and nervousness is obvious; has trouble recovering from mistakes.

____

Voice
Use of fluid speech and inflection maintains the interest of the audience. 

Satisfactory use of inflection, but does not consistently use fluid speech.

Displays some level of inflection throughout delivery.

Consistently uses a monotone voice.

____

 

 

 

 

Total---->
____



	 Teacher Comments:




Follow-up Activities:

Writing activities could be encouraged in which students would pretend to be their particular individual and write journal entries regarding significant life events.

Students could dress-up as their particular legend and pose as statues. Other classes could visit as these statues come to life and share about their lives.

Each student could also answer class questions as if he/she were that bluegrass legend to further demonstrate his/her expertise.

Additional Information (including national and/or state requirements or standards addressed:

All standards come from the Grade Level Expectations for the state of Missouri and are aligned with the National Standards when appropriate.

· Demonstrate singing skills using a singing voice, match pitch in appropriate range (Music, Product/Performance, 1 A, 6-8, National Standard MU 1)

· Use dynamics and phrasing, apply vocal techniques required for expressive performance of varied literature (Music, Product/Performance, 1 B, 6-8, National Standard MU 1)

· Apply stylistic elements needed to perform the music of various genres and cultures (Music, Product/Performance, 1 C, 6-8, National Standard MU 1)

· Read and perform a short song/piece using effective expression (Music, Product/Performance, 2 B, 6-8, National Standard MU 2)

· Perform and apply stylistic elements of a varied repertoire of music of various cultures, genres, and styles (Music, Product/Performance, 2 C, 6-8, National Standard MU 2)

· Echo or play by ear simple melodies on a melodic instrument (Music, Product/Performance, 2 D, 6-8, National Standard MU 2)

· Improvise short songs and instrumental pieces, Improvise simple rhythmic variations on familiar melodies (Music, Product/Performance, 3 A, 6-8, National Standard MU 3)

· Describe ways in which principles and subject matter of other disciplines are interrelated with those of music (Music, Interdisciplinary Connections, 1 B, 6-8, National Standard MU 8)

· Identify music from various styles and historical periods by comparing/contrasting selected elements of music (Music, Historical and Cultural Contexts, 1 A, 6-8, National Standard MU 9)

· Create three-dimensional artwork using carving techniques in clay, soap, or Styrofoam, modeling with clay to create three-dimensional artwork (Visual Art, Product/Performance 2 A, National Standard VA 1)

· Use technological tools for research and presentation (Social Studies, Tools of Social Science Inquiry, 7 D, 6-8, Standard SS 7)
· Identify and describe the significance of individuals who have made contributions to our state and national heritage (Social Studies, U.S. and World History, 3a B, 6-8, Standard SS 3)

· Apply decoding strategies to “problem solve” unknown words when reading when needed (Communication Arts, Reading, 1 C, 6-8, Standard CA 2)
· Develop vocabulary through text using context clues, dictionary (Communication Arts, Reading 1 D, 6-8, Standard CA 2)
· Apply pre-reading strategies to aid comprehension (Communication Arts, Reading 1 F, 6-8, Standard CA 2)
· During reading, utilize strategies to visualize, paraphrase, summarize (Communication Arts, Reading, 1 G, 6-8, Standard CA 2)
· Apply post-reading skills to comprehend, interpret, analyze, and evaluate text: reflect, paraphrase, summarize (Communication Arts, Reading 1 H, 6-8, Standard CA 2)
· Identify and explain text features in biography and autobiography (Communication Arts, Reading 3 A, 6, Standard CA 3)
· Use details from text to paraphrase or summarize author’s stated ideas (Communication Arts, Reading, 3 C, 6 and 7, Standard CA 3)
· Follow a writing process to pre-write, draft, revise for audience and purpose, share writing (Communication Arts, Writing, 1 A, 6-8, Standard CA 1)
· Compose text showing awareness of audience, choosing a form appropriate to topic and audience (Communication Arts, Writing, 2 A, 6 and 7, Standard CA 4)
· Compose text with a clear beginning, middle, end using a variety of sentence structures (Communication Arts, Writing, 2 C, 6-8, Standard CA 4)
· Speak, move, and generate ideas spontaneously through improvisation and acting (Speech/Theatre, Product/Performance, 1 B, 7)
· Apply appropriate audience behavior at various performances (Speech/Theatre, Product/Performance, 1 E, 6-8)
· Participate in a performance for an audience (Speech/Theatre, Product/Performance, 1 F, 6)
Resources Used:

Audio Resources

Visual Resources

http://www.fotosearch.com/clip-art/ladder.html
Internet Resources

http://www.youtube.com
http://www.waynerice.com/bgbios/  

Bill Monroe

 http://www.bluegrass-museum.org/masters/Bill_Monroe.htm 

Dr. Ralph Stanley

 http://www.bluegrass-museum.org/masters/Stanley_Bros.htm 

Earl Scruggs 

http://www.bluegrass-museum.org/masters/Earl_Scruggs.htm 

Lester Flatt 

http://www.bluegrass-museum.org/masters/Lester_Flatt.htm 

Jimmie Rodgers 

 http://www.jimmierodgers.com/  

Doyle Lawson

 http://www.doylelawson.com/      

Allison Krauss 

 http://www.alisonkrauss.com/site.php 

Ricky Skaggs

http://skaggsfamilyrecords.musiccitynetworks.com/index.htm?id=12253 

Rhonda Vincent 

 http://www.nemr.net/~rhondav/    

Sierra Hull 

http://www.sierrahull.com/   

Ryan Holladay

 http://www.ryanholladay.com/  

Bella Fleck

 http://www.belafleck.com/  

Jerry Douglas

 http://www.jerrydouglas.com/  

Hazel Dickens

 http://www.hrmusic.com/artists/hdart.html 

The Carter Family and Mother Maybelle Carter

 http://www.bluegrass-museum.org/masters/Carter_Family.htm 

Dale Ann Bradley

 http://www.daleann.com/  

Lynn Morris

 http://www.lynnmorrisband.com/lynnmorris.html 

Jimmy Martin

 http://www.bluegrass-museum.org/masters/Jimmy_Martin.htm 

Nickel Creek

 http://www.nickelcreek.com/  

Dan Tyminski 

http://dantyminski.com/ 

Other materials

The rubrics for the report and presentation were made online at http://www.teach-nology.com/web_tools/rubrics/
Objectives:

Each student will biographically represent, through writing, art, drama, and music, the life and accomplishments of an individual who has made a significant contribution to bluegrass music.

Materials used:

· computers with Internet access

· paper and writing tools to take notes and write bio-poems

· pre-made graphic representations of a ladder with 6 rungs

· modeling clay  

· pre-made name cards/signs for students to wear during the “Who am I?” game

· yarn

· CD player and CDs with recordings of songs for each legend represented in the class or access to YouTube videos at http://www.youtube.com 

· paper and writing tools to compose the piggyback songs.
Prior Knowledge and Experience/Curriculum Content:

Students should have experience with online research and taking notes. They should be comfortable with giving oral presentations and dramatic interpretations.

Procedures:

1. The teacher will activate students’ prior knowledge by holding a discussion about the style and history of bluegrass music. The discussion will include vocabulary regarding instrument types, style of music, etc. The teacher will explain the objective for the lesson is that students will be able to share the biography of an individual who has contributed to bluegrass music.
2. The teacher may assign or let students select a person or group to research. Students may work individually or in pairs and will use the following links to research the legends of bluegrass: 

Bill Monroe

 http://www.bluegrass-museum.org/masters/Bill_Monroe.htm 

Dr. Ralph Stanley

 http://www.bluegrass-museum.org/masters/Stanley_Bros.htm 

Earl Scruggs 

http://www.bluegrass-museum.org/masters/Earl_Scruggs.htm 

Lester Flatt 

http://www.bluegrass-museum.org/masters/Lester_Flatt.htm 

Jimmie Rodgers 

 http://www.jimmierodgers.com/  

Doyle Lawson

 http://www.doylelawson.com/      

Alison Krauss 

 http://www.alisonkrauss.com/site.php 

Ricky Skaggs 
http://skaggsfamilyrecords.musiccitynetworks.com/index.htm?id=12253 

Rhonda Vincent 

 http://www.nemr.net/~rhondav/    

Sierra Hull 

http://www.sierrahull.com/   

Ryan Holladay

 http://www.ryanholladay.com/  

Bella Fleck

 http://www.belafleck.com/  

Jerry Douglas

 http://www.jerrydouglas.com/  

Hazel Dickens

 http://www.hrmusic.com/artists/hdart.html 

The Carter Family and Mother Maybelle Carter

 http://www.bluegrass-museum.org/masters/Carter_Family.htm 

Dale Ann Bradley

 http://www.daleann.com/  

Lynn Morris

 http://www.lynnmorrisband.com/lynnmorris.html 

Jimmy Martin

 http://www.bluegrass-museum.org/masters/Jimmy_Martin.htm 

Nickel Creek

 http://www.nickelcreek.com/  

Dan Tyminski 

http://dantyminski.com/ 

3. Students may also find additional information at http://www.waynerice.com/bgbios/. While visiting the sites, students will use reading strategies to decode unknown words such as using context clues or dictionaries. They will take notes of what they discover about their assigned bluegrass legend by summarizing or paraphrasing the author’s text.
4. Students should be encouraged to create a timeline of the significant events of the person’s life to use for a later assignment.
5. After gathering notes, the students will use the writing process to write a brief biography about the life of that particular individual or group. (The length, format, etc. can be up to the teacher based on the individual needs of his/her students.) The biography should reflect how the individual has contributed to the heritage of his/her state and/or nation. The text should have a clear beginning, middle, and end with a variety of sentence structures.
6. Now that the student is an “expert” on one of the legends of bluegrass music, he/she will take the information gleaned to write a bio-poem using the following format: 
Line 1: First name
Line 2: Who is...(three descriptive words that describe the person)
Line 3: Who is brother or sister of... (or son/daughter of)
Line 4: Who loves...(three ideas or people)
Line 5: Who feels...(three ideas )
Line 6: Who needs...(three ideas)
Line 7: Who gives...(three ideas)
Line 8: Who fears...(three ideas)
Line 9: Who would like to see...(three ideas)
Line 10: Who shares...(three ideas)
Line 11: Who is...(three ideas)
Line 12: Who is a resident of...(three ideas)
Line 13: Last name

7. Students will then use the timeline notes they generated to create a biography ladder. The teacher will give students pre-made drawings of a ladder. Each rung of the ladder should be a particular important event from the life of the bluegrass legend. The students can use their own judgment to determine which events to include based on six rungs on the ladder. Images can be found at http://www.fotosearch.com/clip-art/ladder.html 
8. Students will then be given modeling clay to sculpt a likeness of the individual they have been assigned. Students may opt to use another media such as soap or Styrofoam to practice carving the image before using the clay. They may also decide whether or not they wish to make a realistic representation or more of a caricature. 
9. Students will then give oral presentations to their peers. If possible, the students should deliver their speeches as the particular legend studied. The dramatic interpretation should include the legend sharing his or her personal life story with visual enhancements in the form of the bio-poem, biography ladder, and sculpture. Students not presenting should take notes on the presentations so that the class gleans the information about each of the legends from their peers.
10. Now that the students should be familiar with all of the legends studied, they can play the “Who Am I” game. Each student will be given a pre-made sign to wear on their backs. (These can be attached with yarn and hung around students’ necks.) The student should not have the same legend that he/she researched. The student cannot see the sign on his/her own back, but the other students in the class can. Each student should go to a classmate and ask one yes or no question about the legend to try to guess the identity of the legend represented on the sign. Students may refer to the notes they took during the presentations to help them answer the questions. Play continues until the student can guess the identity of his/her bluegrass legend.
11. The teacher can allow the students to select the artist they would like to study further. Then, using CDs or iTunes, students will work in groups of 3-4 to study the styles and sounds of the music of one of the musical artists.
12. Students should take note of dynamics, phrasing and vocal technique of the musical artist selected.
13. The students will then work in their group to select one of the artist’s songs to rewrite. Students will use the tune of the bluegrass legend and rewrite the song using new lyrics to create a piggyback song. 
14. Students will perform their piggyback songs for their classmates. It is a requirement that the students sing the songs. The students should be encouraged to use their singing skills to match pitch (by singing along with the music if needed) and use proper dynamics and phrasing. If possible, they can add musical instruments to enhance their performances. The teacher can help the students to pick out simple melodies by ear.
Indicators of Success:

· Students will be able to dramatize their bluegrass legend.

· Students will be able to guess the identity of a bluegrass legend based on the notes they took during presentations.

· Students will be able to present information about a bluegrass legend.

· Students will be able to “ape the great” by singing/playing a song of the bluegrass legend.

Supplementary Information:

The format of this lesson is so that it could be accomplished in an integrated day because it encompasses all areas of the arts and many subject areas. It should be up to individual teachers whether the lesson is broken down into parts or taught in its entirety. 

