Do You Hear What I Hear?

By Julie Bryant; Southwest Baptist University; Bolivar, Mo.

Grade level: 6-8; Music, Visual Arts, Communication Arts, Technology

Brief Summary:

Students will visit sites to research instruments used to produce the sounds of bluegrass. While researching, students will read and take notes regarding the various sounds of each instrument and how those sounds are produced. Students will additionally visit websites to draw sketches of the instruments. Students will use the “timbre (tam-bur)” to recognize the unique sound of each instrument when played in a bluegrass song. To practice, students will match picture cards to sounds of each instrument, play a movement game, draw the instrument as it produces its sound in music and write a report.

Goals and Objectives:

When listening to instrumental breaks in bluegrass music, students will distinguish between five bluegrass instruments including guitar, banjo, fiddle, mandolin and bass.

Summary of Lesson:

Students will visit Internet links to research instruments used to produce the sounds of bluegrass. While researching, students will read and take notes regarding the various sounds of each instrument and how those sounds are produced with fingerings or bowings. Students will additionally visit websites to practice drawing quick sketches of five bluegrass instruments. From the information gained, students will use the musical term of “timbre (tam-bur)” to recognize the unique sound of each instrument when played in a bluegrass song. To practice, students will match picture cards to sounds of each instrument, play a movement game in which they must move to the particular area of the classroom labeled with each of the instruments, and draw the particular instrument as it produces its sound in music. Students will culminate the information gained in the form of a written report.

Evaluation and Assessment:

Students will be assessed through observation during the “Four Corners” movement activity. Their drawings will be collected from the “Listening” art activity. A final and more formal assessment will be their culmination written reports regarding the sounds produced by the specified instruments.

Example Checklist for Listening Activity

	Title of Song
	Break #
	Instrument Featured
	Name of Student
	Identified Timbre (Check if yes)

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	


	
	Sounds of Instruments Report


	

	

	

	Name: ________________________

Teacher: 



	 

 

Criteria
Points
4
3
2
1
 

Introduction/ Topic 
Student(s) properly generate questions and or problems around a topic. 

Student(s) generate questions and or problems.

Student(s) require prompts to generate questions and or problems. 

Questions or problems are teacher generated.
 

____

Conclusions Reached 
Numerous detailed conclusions are reached from the evidence offered. 

Several detailed conclusions are reached from the evidence offered. 

Some detailed conclusions are reached from the evidence offered. 

A conclusion is made from the evidence offered. 

____

Information Gathering 
Information is gathered from multiple electronic and non-electronic sources and cited properly. 

Information is gathered from multiple electronic and non-electronic sources. 

Information is gathered from limited electronic and non-electronic sources. 

Information is gathered from non-electronic or electronic sources only. 

____

Summary Paragraph 
Well organized, demonstrates logical sequencing and sentence structure.

Well organized, but demonstrates illogical sequencing or sentence structure.

Well organized, but demonstrates illogical sequencing and sentence structure.

Weakly organized.

____

Punctuation, Capitalization, & Spelling
Punctuation and capitalization are correct. 

There is one error in punctuation and/or capitalization. 

There are two or three errors in punctuation and/or capitalization. 

There are four or more errors in punctuation and/or capitalization. 

____

 

 

 

 

Total---->
____



	 Teacher Comments:

  


Follow-up Activities:

The classroom or music teacher can bring in the actual instruments to the classroom. He or she can play the instruments so that students can see/hear, in person, the sounds produced by each instrument.

Guests who play or perform bluegrass music can be invited in to share his/her instrument of choice and play for the students so they can gain first-hand exposure to the instruments.

The lesson can be extended so that students could write commercials or jingles about the sounds of bluegrass instruments, and the other students could guess the identity of each particular instrument. 

Oral presentations of the reports could also be given.

Additional Information (including national and/or state requirements or standards addressed:

All standards come from the Grade Level Expectations for the state of Missouri and are aligned with the National Standards when appropriate.

· Identify contrasting musical elements for instrumental music including timbre (Music, Artistic Perceptions, 1 B, 5-8, National Standard MU 6)
· Demonstrate instrumental technique including fingerings, bowings, playing position (Music, Product/Performance, 2 A, 6-8, National Standard MU 2)
· Use pencil/marker to draw a continuous line that describes an object from observation (Visual Art, Product/Performance 1 A, 6, National Standard VA 1)
· Create original artwork using realistic/abstract portraits (Visual Art, Product/Performance 3 A, 6, National Standard VA 1)
· Illustrate text (Visual Art, Product/Performance, 3 B, 6, National Standard VA 1)
· Use technological tools for research and presentation (Social Studies, Tools of Social Science Inquiry, 7 D, 6-8, Standard SS 7)
· Apply decoding strategies to “problem solve” unknown words when reading when needed (Communication Arts, Reading, 1 C, 6-8, Standard CA 2)
· Develop vocabulary through text using context clues, dictionary (Communication Arts, Reading 1 D, 6-8, Standard CA 2)
· Apply pre-reading strategies to aid comprehension (Communication Arts, Reading 1 F, 6-8, Standard CA 2)
· During reading, utilize strategies to visualize, paraphrase, summarize (Communication Arts, Reading, 1 G, 6-8, Standard CA 2)
· Apply post-reading skills to comprehend, interpret, analyze, and evaluate text: reflect, paraphrase, summarize (Communication Arts, Reading 1 H, 6-8, Standard CA 2)
· Use details from text to paraphrase or summarize author’s stated ideas (Communication Arts, Reading, 3 C, 6 and 7, Standard CA 3)
· Follow a writing process to pre-write, draft, revise for audience and purpose, share writing (Communication Arts, Writing, 1 A, 6-8, Standard CA 1)
· Compose text showing awareness of audience, choosing a form appropriate to topic and audience (Communication Arts, Writing, 2 A, 6 and 7, Standard CA 4)
· Compose text with a clear beginning, middle, end using a variety of sentence structures (Communication Arts, Writing, 2 C, 6-8, Standard CA 4)
Resources Used:

Visual Resources

Picture of Banjo:

http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Image:BANJO.gif
Picture of Fiddle:

http://www.hobgoblin-usa.com/info/faqfiddle.htm 

Picture of Guitar:

http://school.discoveryeducation.com/clipart/clip/guitar.html 

Picture of Mandolin:

http://www.hobgoblin-usa.com/info/faqmandolin.htm 

Picture of Upright Bass:

http://www.greatmusicproductsonline.com/basssetup.htm
Internet Resources

The rubric for the report was made online at http://www.teach-nology.com/web_tools/rubrics/.

http://www.bluegrasscollege.org/lessons.html
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tmQ21LDyKHs 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2XL8eFrQ7_k  

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QLkofC6E2h4 

Lesson Plan Outline: Do You Hear What I Hear? -  Bluegrass Instrument Timbre

Objectives:

When listening to instrumental breaks in bluegrass music, students will distinguish between five bluegrass instruments including guitar, banjo, fiddle, mandolin and bass.

Materials used:

· computer with Internet access

· paper, pencil or other drawing tools

· paper and writing utensil for taking notes

· pre-made cards with pictures of each instrument (sets for each group of four students) or students may draw sketches onto large note cards and they may also be used

· large pre-made cards with the same pictures of each instrument, adhesive for displaying these cards in the classroom corners

· large drawing paper and drawing tools

· CD player and CDs of various bluegrass songs with obvious breaks in which one instrument is playing lead at a time (or two instruments sharing the break)

· paper, writing tool, folder for drafting report

· computer or word processing equipment for typing final version of report.
Prior Knowledge and Experience/Curriculum Content:

Students should have prior knowledge of Internet searching, as well as taking notes from text and paraphrasing or summarizing key ideas. Additionally, students should have prior knowledge of typing written reports. This lesson integrates Music, Visual Art, Communication Arts and Technology.

Procedures:

1. The teacher will activate students’ prior knowledge by holding a discussion about the style of bluegrass music. The discussion will include vocabulary regarding instrument types. The teacher will explain the objective for the lesson is that students will be able to distinguish between five of the bluegrass instruments commonly used in bluegrass music.
2. Students will use the following link(s) to research the guitar, fiddle, mandolin, banjo, and bass:  http://www.bluegrasscollege.org/lessons.html 

Students will click on any of the icons. They will be directed to a separate page where they can click on the picture of the sound clip to hear the unique sound of each instrument.
3. While visiting the sites, students will use reading strategies to decode unknown words, such as using context clues or dictionaries. They will take notes of what they discover about each of the five instruments by summarizing or paraphrasing the author’s text.
4. Students will also listen to the various sounds produced by each of the instruments and take notes on the timbre of each instrument.
5. Students will be encouraged to take specific notes regarding how the instruments’ sounds are produced (fingering, bowing, picking, playing position, etc.). They will respond in writing to the following prompts: 

This instrument sounds like…        It reminds me of …

It is like the other instruments…    It is different from the other instruments…
6. Students will then visit the following websites to view simple pictures of each of the five bluegrass instruments:

 Picture of Banjo:

http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Image:BANJO.gif
Picture of Fiddle:

http://www.hobgoblin-usa.com/info/faqfiddle.htm 

Picture of Guitar:

http://school.discoveryeducation.com/clipart/clip/guitar.html 

Picture of Mandolin:

http://www.hobgoblin-usa.com/info/faqmandolin.htm 

Picture of Upright Bass:

http://www.greatmusicproductsonline.com/basssetup.htm
7. Students will use a pencil or marker to draw a line sketch depicting a realistic representation of each of the instruments onto five large note cards.
8. Teachers may either use pre-made picture cards of each of the instruments (five cards for each group of four students) or students may use their own set of cards created from their sketching to match the sound to the picture of the card. 
9. The teacher will play a portion of a song using a CD of choice or may use the sound clips provided from the Internet visit. Students should not be able to see the video (only hear it).  YouTube can also be accessed to show/listen to video clips of instrumentals. An example is “John Hardy” at http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tmQ21LDyKHs which features banjo, mandolin, and guitar respectively. Another example is “I Don’t Love Nobody” by Jim and Jesse at http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2XL8eFrQ7_k  which features mandolin, banjo, and fiddle respectively. A final example is “Foggy Mountain Special” at http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QLkofC6E2h4 which features fiddle, banjo, and upright bass, respectively.
10. Students must work together in their groups to determine which instrument is being played to produce the sound they hear. After agreeing, they will hold up the picture card of the instrument that makes that particular sound.
11. This can continue until the teacher feels comfortable that the students can match the sound with the pictures. Then move into the four corners game.
12. The teacher will explain that each corner of the room has been labeled with one of the pictures of an instrument being studied. The middle of the room will be labeled with the fifth instrument. The teacher will play the music again and students will be encouraged to move toward the corner or middle of the room that has the picture of the instrument they hear in the music being played.
13. This can continue until the teacher feels comfortable that the students can match the sound with the pictures. Then the teacher will have the students take their seats for independent accountability.
14. The teacher will give each student a large sheet of drawing paper. Students will be instructed to fold the paper in half (horizontally) and then in thirds (vertically) so that the paper has six boxes. The students will number the boxes 1-6.
15. Students will label the first box “Bluegrass Timbre” and write their names in the box. Each of the remaining boxes will be used for drawing.
16. The teacher will then play clips of bluegrass music emphasizing certain instruments playing the lead parts on instrumental breaks.
17. As the student recognizes the instrument, based on the sound it makes, he or she will draw a picture of the instrument so that there is one per box.
18. When this is complete, the teacher can explain that the students are going to culminate the lesson by writing a written report about the information gained from the research and activities. 
19. Students will go through the steps of the writing process to create a report that can be shared with classmates with a clear beginning, middle, and end. They can also add an illustration of one or all of the instruments to accompany their report.

Indicators of Success:

Students will

· be able to name the five instruments of bluegrass music
· name the instrument when they hear it playing a break in bluegrass music
· hold up appropriate picture cards during the first group listening activity
· move to the appropriate corner or middle of the room during the second group listening activity
· draw the appropriate picture of the bluegrass instrument during the individual listening activity
· write about the sounds of bluegrass instruments/
Supplementary Information:

The format of this lesson is so that it could be accomplished in an integrated day because it encompasses all areas of the arts and many subject areas. It should be up to individual teachers whether the lesson is broken down into parts or taught in its entirety.

