The Fox and the Hound Dog

By David Ashdown; Cambridge Elementary School; Saratoga Springs, NY

Grade level: 4 

Subject area focus: Music Appreciation, English/Language Arts, Technology

Brief Summary: 
These two lessons are designed to introduce the instruments of bluegrass music in a fun and engaging way. Since all children love animals and have limitless imaginations, they love to picture what type of animal each bluegrass instrument sounds like. After a demonstration of the Resonator Guitar (Dobro) to illustrate its resemblance to a hound dog, the students work to come up with nicknames for each of the six major bluegrass instruments. Then they will write a short fable (in the style of Aesop), using two of the animals they have chosen.

Goals and Objectives:
· The students will be able to identify the 6 main instruments of a bluegrass band (Guitar, Bass, Fiddle, Banjo, Dobro, Mandolin)
· The students will write descriptions of their animal choices and provide supporting details to explain their thinking.  
· The students will create their own fable using two of the instruments they have chosen.  

Summary of Lesson: 
The teacher will give a brief overview of the instruments used in bluegrass music and tap into the students’ prior knowledge of the instruments.  After each instrument is introduced, the teacher will give a demonstration of the resonator guitar (using the ResoHangout Jukebox www.resohangout.com or a real instrument, if possible). The teacher will explain how some people refer to this instrument as “The Hound Dog,” and use several samples to illustrate the connection. 

Once the students understand the concept, select recordings of each instrument to generate some ideas about of possible nicknames for the instruments (“The Fox” by Nickel Creek is a great recording to get the creative thinking going – for the Mandolin http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1xnF7WglVHo).  Another option is to use the “Jukebox” section of each “Hangout page” (Banjo Hangout, Bass Hangout, etc. – see Resources section).  Once the students have had a chance to hear each instrument, they will work in small groups to match up each instrument with an animal and write a description of how the sound reminds them of each animal.

The second lesson uses Aesop’s Fables to have the students write a “bluegrass style” fable using two of the animals they picked. The fables should incorporate the characteristics of the instruments as they described in the writing assignment. (see Evaluation Rubric) Students will then share their fables with the rest of the class or even record themselves reading their original fables (see Follow up Activities).










Evaluation and Assessment:

Evaluation Rubric for “The Hound Dog and the Fox Activities”

	
	1
	2
	3

	Description of Animals/Instruments
	Does not make a connection between the animal and the instrument.  Seems to lack a strong description of why the animal was chosen
	Makes a connection between the sound of the instrument and the characteristics of the animal, and uses some good descriptive words (e.g. sneaky, sad, wild)
	Makes a strong and imaginative connection between the sound of the instrument and the animal.  Uses strong descriptive words and lots of good details about the animal/instrument

	Fable 
	The fable may simply mimic one of the Aesop examples and lack the characteristics of the instrument/animal 
	The fable incorporates some of the information from the descriptive writing assignment and some of the characteristics of the animal relate to the instrument
	The fable is highly imaginative and original.  The animals behave in a way that is consistent with their description of the instruments


Follow-up Activities: 
Once the fables have been edited and revised, the students could record themselves reading the fable out loud. Using software such as Garage Band (Apple) or Audacity (PC), they could add in some sound clips for each instrument. Example: As the fox walked up to the henhouse… (insert mandolin clip)…the hen began to cluck nervously (insert banjo). This would be a great way to publish the student’s fables in a memorable way. The .mp3 files could even be uploaded to the school’s website.

Students could also draw a picture of their “Animal Band,” with each animal playing a bluegrass instrument. (These would make a great bulletin board!) 

Additional Information (including national and/or state requirements or standards addressed) 

National Standards

NA-M.K-4.6 LISTENING TO, ANALYZING, AND DESCRIBING MUSIC 

•
Students identify simple music forms when presented aurally

•
Students demonstrate perceptual skills by moving, by answering questions about, and by describing aural examples of music of various styles representing diverse cultures

•
Students use appropriate terminology in explaining music, music notation, music instruments and voices, and music performances

•
Students identify the sounds of a variety of instruments, including many orchestra and band instruments, and instruments from various cultures, as well as children's voices and male and female adult voices

•
Students respond through purposeful movement (e.g., swaying, skipping, dramatic play) to selected prominent music characteristics or to specific music events (e.g., meter changes, dynamic changes, same/different sections) while listening to music


New York Standards

New York State ELA Standard 1B

Students compare and synthesize information from different sources.

New York State ELA Standard 2A

Students read a variety of literature of different genres: picture books; poems; articles and stories from children's magazines, fables, myths and legends; songs, plays and media productions; and works of fiction and nonfiction intended for young readers.

New York State ELA Standard 2E

Students read aloud with expression, conveying the meaning and mood of a work.

Resources Used:

Audio Resources:

Mandolin: CD/MP3 – “The Fox,” by Nickel Creek from Nickel Creek, Sugar Hill Records 
Resonator guitar (Dobro): CD/MP3 – “Lonesome Dobro” by Curtis Burch and Tut Taylor –from The Great Dobro Sessions, Sugar Hill Records

Internet Resources: 

Wikipedia site for Bluegrass Music http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bluegrass_music
Sound clips from ResoHangout Jukebox (www.resohangout.com)

Sound clips from BanjoHangout Jukebox (www.banjohangout.com)

Sound Clips from Mandolin Café Mp3 Page (http://www.mandolincafe.com/mp3/)

Sound Clips from Fiddle Hangout Jukebox (www.fiddlehangout.com)

Sound Clips from Flatpicker Hangout (Guitar) Jukebox (www.flatpickerhangout.com)

Sound Clips from Bass hangout Jukebox (www.basshangout.com)

Other Resources: 

Bluegrass Instruments Animal Sounds Planning Sheet (attached to Lesson 1)  


Lesson Plan Outline: The Fox and the Hound Dog

Objectives: 


After completing this lesson, students will be able to do the following:

· Identify the six main instruments of a bluegrass band (guitar, bass, fiddle, banjo, resonator guitar and mandolin)

· Write descriptions of their animal choices and provide supporting details to explain their thinking.

Materials Used:

· Sound clips from ResoHangout Jukebox (www.resohangout.com)

· Sound clips from BanjoHangout Jukebox (www.banjohangout.com)

· Sound Clips from Mandolin Café Mp3 Page (http://www.mandolincafe.com/mp3/)

· Sound Clips from Fiddle Hangout Jukebox (www.fiddlehangout.com)

· Sound Clips from Flatpicker Hangout (Guitar) Jukebox (www.flatpickerhangout.com)

· Sound Clips from Bass hangout Jukebox (www.basshangout.com)

· Bluegrass Instrument Animal Sounds Planning Sheet (Attached)  

Prior Knowledge and Experience/ Curriculum Content: 
Basic understanding of musical genres, Introduction to Bluegrass Music from IBMA Discover Bluegrass: Exploring American Roots Music DVD (www.ibma.org)
Procedure: 

1. The teacher will give a brief overview of the instruments used in bluegrass music and access the students’ prior knowledge of the instruments. For a quick review, the teacher could use the Bluegrass Music Page of Wikipedia  http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bluegrass_music .

2. After each instrument is introduced, the teacher will give a demonstration of the resonator guitar (using either CD/Mp3 selections or sound clips from the ResoHangout Jukebox www.resohangout.com, or a real instrument) 

3. The teacher will explain how some people refer to this instrument as “The Hound Dog,” and use this example and select recordings of each instrument to generate some ideas about of possible nicknames for the instruments (“The Fox” by Nickel Creek is a great recording to get the creative thinking going – for the mandolin.) 

4. Once the students have had a chance to hear each instrument using the appropriate “Hangout” site, they will work in small groups to match up each instrument with an animal and write a description of how the sound reminds them of each animal. The teacher should remind the students there are really no wrong answers and they should be as creative as they want with the animals, including a new nickname for the resonator.  

5. The students can share their instrument/animal matches with the rest of the class.              

Indicators of Success:

Evaluation Rubric for “The Hound Dog and the Fox – Lesson 1”

	
	1
	2
	3

	Description of Animals/Instruments
	Does not make a connection between the animal and the instrument.  Seems to lack a strong description of why the animal was chosen
	Makes a connection between the sound of the instrument and the characteristics of the animal, and uses some good descriptive words (e.g. sneaky, sad, wild)
	Makes a strong and imaginative connection between the sound of the instrument and the animal.  Uses strong descriptive words and lots of good details about the animal/instrument


Supplementary Information:

Bluegrass Instrument Animal Sounds -  Planning Sheet

Name (s) ______________________________                                               Date _____________

	Bluegrass Instrument


	Words to Describe the Sound
	Animal(s) this instrument reminds you of (and why?)

	Resonator Guitar 
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	(Example -

Lonely, Sad, Drowsy, Lazy)


	(Example - Hound Dog )




	Mandolin
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	Bluegrass Instrument


	Words to Describe the Sound
	Animal(s) this instrument reminds you of (and why?)

	Guitar
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	Bass
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	Bluegrass Instrument


	Words to Describe the Sound
	Animal(s) this instrument reminds you of (and why?)

	Banjo
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	Fiddle (Violin)
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Part TWO of TWO

Objectives: After completing this lesson, students will be able to do the following:

· The students will write a short fable using the bluegrass instrument/animals they picked in the previous lesson. 

· The students will incorporate the characteristics of the animals/instruments into their fable.  

· The students will be able to name and describe the sound of each of the six major bluegrass instruments.  

Materials Used:

· Aesop’s Fables: http://www.aesopfables.com/aesopsel.html
· Prior Knowledge and Experiences/Curriculum Content: Basic understanding of Bluegrass music Introduction to Bluegrass Music from Discover Bluegrass DVD (www.ibma.org)
Procedures:

1.  The teacher will read several examples of Aesop’s fables using the following website http://www.aesopfables.com/aesopsel.html or another similar online collection.  The examples should include two animals and a clear moral.  

2.  Once the students understand the concept of a fable, they should work in pairs to sketch out an idea for their “Bluegrass Fable,” using two of the instrument/animals from the previous lesson. Be sure to mention that the way the animals behave in the fable should be consistent with the sound of the bluegrass instrument (e.g. sneaky, honest, gullible, etc)

3.  Once a rough draft has been completed, the students can peer edit another group’s fable, offering some positive feedback or helpful suggestions.  

4.  When the final drafts are completed, the students should share their fables with the other groups. Before they read, the teacher should ask them to explain why they chose the animal that they did for the fable.     

Indicators of Success:
Students will—

Evaluation Rubric for “The Hound Dog and the Fox – Lesson 2”

	Fable 
	The fable may simply mimic one of the Aesop examples and lack the characteristics of the instrument/animal 
	The fable incorporates some of the information from the descriptive writing assignment and some of the characteristics of the animal relate to the instrument
	The fable is highly imaginative and original.  The animals behave in a way that is consistent with their description of the instruments


