Immigration in the Mid-19th Century
By Brew Davis; East Literature Magnet School; Nashville, TN
Grade level: 8th
Subject Area focus: Social Studies (U.S. History, Pre-Columbia to the Civil War)
Brief Summary:

I’m using two Tim O’Brien’s tracks to illustrate Irish American involvement in U.S. history and to point out the role immigrants have played and are playing in American history.
Goals and Objectives:

To identify cultures that have contributed to the development of the United States.
Summary of Lesson:


Day One:   

1. Use “Lost Little Children” to discuss situation for diverse immigrants in mid-1800s.

2. Discuss why they came, where they came to, and what they did. (using “Mick Ryan’s Lament” to illustrate military involvement and tension immigrants faced between new country and old)



Day Two:  

1.  Review day one lesson
2.  Use Ben Franklin quotation to introduce idea that the topic of immigration and diverse cultures in the USA has raged for years.

Evaluation and Assessment:

Portion of test over mid-1800s (Post-Jacksonian, Pre-Civil War)

Follow-up Activities:

Homework writing activity on contributions fo other cultures to America and immigration.

Resources Used:

Audio Resources

Tim O'Brien CDs: The Crossing ("Lost Little Children") and The Journey  ("Mick Ryan's Lament")

*Note: bluegrass fans like myself can play the songs live for fuller effect.

Visual Resources

“Lost Little Children”/Tim O’Brien & Robin & Linda Williams (Howdy Skies Music/Forerunner Music, Inc., ASCAP)

“Songs of Dixie” (BMI) “Mick Ryan’s Lament” From Two Journeys (1999 by Robin Emmet Dunlap, Prodigal Salmon/ASCAP)

Other materials


Quotation from Benjamin Franklin

The American Nation textbook
Lesson Plan 1 Outline: Immigration in the Mid-19th Century
Objectives:

To identify cultures that contributed to the development of the United States. (i.e. Native American, African, British, Scottish, Irish, German)
Materials used:

"Lost Little Children" from Tim O'Brien’s CD, The Crossing 

"Mick Ryan's Lament" from Tim O'Brien’s CD, The Journey  

The American Nation textbook
Prior Knowledge and Experience/Curriculum Content:


The kids should be able to recall the following objective and apply it to the lesson:

To recognize the causes and examples of migration and immigration in early America (i.e. land, religion, money, pioneer spirit, indentured servitude, displacement and slavery)

Procedure:

1.  15 minutes- STARTER ACTIVITY: Play Tim O’Brien’s Song “Lost Little Children.” While song is playing, have the kids answer the following questions.
· Who is the narrator?

· What ocean did they cross?

· Where is the narrator now?

· What’s he doing?

· The narrator mentions the “green rocky shore.” What country do you think they’re coming from?  Do you know any countries with green, rocky shores?

· Who’s with the narrator?

· What do you think happens to the narrator?

(You may have to play the song more than once. If you’re familiar with the song or know how to play the guitar and can learn it, a more effective medium may be to play the song live.)

Go over the questions with the kids, and emphasize that this was the situation for tens-if not hundreds-of thousands of immigrants during the mid-1800s.

2. 15 minutes- Discuss causes for immigration (i.e. the Irish potato famine, food shortages and failed revolutions in Germany, etc.), and jobs they assumed (Irish-factory jobs, railroad workers, policemen, firemen, etc., in the northern U.S. cities. Germans--farmers, artisans and merchants in the Midwest). Point out that they built America literally--factories, railroads, etc.-as well as figuratively, with their cultural influences.)

3.  15 minutes- Point out that some had other jobs. Play “Mick Ryan's Lament." Have the kids consider these questions and review them after the song is played.
· Where is the narrator?

· Who was he killed by?

· Where’d they come from?

· Who did they curse (hint: who wears “coats of bloody red?”)

· Who does the narrator identify with (that is, whose dream has he stolen)?

· So how does he feel about his new life in “Americay?”

Indicators of Success:

Students will

· Be able to explain cultures that contributed to the development of the United States

· Discuss the locations to which different groups immigrated (i.e. Irish and Italians to the northern cities, Germans to the Midwest, etc.)

· Discuss jobs that were assumed by immigrants

· Make connections between past and present to realize that immigration issues are NOT a new phenomenon.

Lesson Plan 2 Outline: Immigration in the Mid-19th Century

Objectives:
To identify cultures that contributed to the development of the United States. (i.e. Native American, African, British, Scottish, Irish, German)
Materials used:


Overhead with Ben Franklin quotation about Philadelphia street signs in other languages

Prior Knowledge and Experience/Curriculum Content:


The kids should be able to recall the following objective and apply it to the lesson: 
To recognize the causes and examples of migration and immigration in early America (i.e. land, religion, money, pioneer spirit, indentured servitude, displacement, and slavery)

Procedure:

1.  10 minutes- Review previous day’s lessons with the questions about causes for immigration, jobs that Irish and German immigrants assumed, and ways they influenced our culture.

2.  15 minutes- Project the quotation on the overhead (see transparency #3) and have a student read it out loud.  Discuss how early European Americans were concerned that immigrants were…
· Stealing their jobs

· Introducing new language, customs, and clothes

· Increasing crime in cities

· Introducing Catholicism.

Point out that hostilities were so strong that nativists emerged. (Nativists were Americans who wanted to preserve the country for native-born, white citizens) and that they formed the Know-Nothing Party around 1850.

3.  20 minutes- Refer to the present immigration situation with some 15 million illegal immigrants in the United States. Ask students what similarities they see between the concerns listed above and the ones mentioned during the current debate on immigration. Remind students of the benefits that past immigrants brought to American culture, and ask them if those same benefits may apply today.

Homework assignment: Write a two-paragraph response to the following question.

1.  How would America be different without the contributions of diverse cultures past and present? Do you think these contributions made America better or worse? 
Indicators of Success:

Students will

· Be able to explain cultures that contributed to the development of the United States

· Discuss the locations to which different groups immigrated (i.e. Irish and Italians to the northern cities, Germans to the Midwest, etc.)

· Discuss jobs that were assumed by immigrants

· Make connections between past and present to realize that immigration issues are NOT a new phenomenon.

Attachments:

Three overhead transparencies:

1.  Song lyrics for “Lost Little Children”

2.  Song lyrics for “Mick Ryan’s Lament”

3.  Quotation from Ben Franklin
Transparency #1

Mick Ryan’s Lament
From Two Journeys
(Robert Emmet Dunlap, Prodigal Salmon Music, ASCAP, Copyright 1993)
Well my name is Mick Ryan, I'm lying still

In a lonely spot near where I was killed

By a red man defending his native land

At a place that they call Little Big Horn

And I swear I did not see the irony

When I rode with the Seventh Cavalry

I thought that we fought for the land of the free

When we rode from Fort Lincoln that morning

And the band they played the Garryowen

Brass was shining, flag's a-flowin',

I swear if I had only known

I'd have wished that I'd died back at Vicksburg

For my brother and me, we had barely escaped

From the hell that was Ireland in '48

Two lonely young lads who had learned how to hate

But we loved the idea of Americay

And we cursed our cousins who fought and bled

In their bloody coats of bloody red

The sun never sets on the bloody dead

Of those who have chosen an Empire

But we'd make a better life somehow

In the land where no man had to bow

It seemed right then, and it seems right now

That Paddy he died for the Union

Ah, but Michael he somehow got turned around

He had stolen the dream that he thought he'd found

Now I never will see that Holy Ground

For I turned into something I hated

And I'm haunted by the Garryowen

Drums a-beating, bugles blowing

I swear if I had only known

I'd lie with my brother at Vicksburg 
And the band they played the Garryowen

Brass was shining, flag's a-flowin',

I swear if I had only known

I'd lie with my brother at Vicksburg 

Transparency #2

Lost Little Children

From Two Journeys

(Tim O’Brien, Robin and Linda Williams, Howdy Skies Music/Forerunner Music, Inc., ASCAP/Songs of Dixie, BMI, Copyright 1998)
Where are my mama and daddy
They came a long time before me
Now we've come on the steamship Atlantic
From our home far across the stormy sea

I have their letter in my pocket
They said we would meet on the pier
But the day it is now almost over
With the darkness and cold drawing near

Will they know their lost little children
As they look for my face in the crowd
It's been so long since they've seen me
And I wonder if they'll know me now

We gave them our four pounds and twenty
One last look at the green rocky shore
They told us the new world has plenty
But we'd never see Sligo anymore

Will they know their lost little children
As they look for my face in the crowd
It's been so long since they've seen me
And I wonder if they'll know me now

Hold to my hand little brother
Be brave and try not to cry
We have a good father and mother
And soon we'll be safe by their side

Will they know their lost little children
As they look for my face in the crowd
It's been so long since they've seen me
And I wonder if they'll know me now


Transparency #3

“Why should we let those greasy Italians come over here and speak their own language instead of English? Why should Pennsylvania, founded by English, become a state of immigrants who’ll soon be so numerous that their foreign cultures overwhelm ours?”

Who do you think said this?

This is a modern translation of something Ben Franklin said over 200 years ago!

“Why should the Palatine Boors be suffered to swarm into our Settlements, and by herding together, establish their language and Manners, to the Exclusion of ours? Why should Pennsylvania, founded by the English, become a Colony of Aliens, who will shortly be so numerous as to Germanize us instead of our Anglifying them?” 
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RESOURCE DIRECTORY

Teaching Resources
Unit 4/Ch. 14
 Section 2 Quiz, p. 43

Other Print Resources
Voices of Freedom A Violent Reaction to
Foreign-Born Voters, pp. 103—104

Technology

Color Transparencies

* History Happened Here: Portsmouth Black
Heritage Trail, p. G-27

Companion Web Site, www.phschool.com
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