Utunes: Your History as a Song
By Joe Overman; Cincinnati, Ohio
Grade level: 8-11;  Subject Area focus: Social Studies
Brief Summary:

This lesson illustrates the oral tradition of bluegrass music and its impact on regional history. The students will be asked to examine bluegrass songs and lyrics. They will also compose an original song. The lyrics the students produce will be collected to assess. The students will also have an opportunity to perform their songs for their class.

Goals and Objectives:

This lesson will offer another interpretation of history and how it is documented. The students will consider the varying sources of history and their accuracy. This lesson will continue to build on the introduction of bluegrass, its culture, and its importance. The students will also draw comparisons to their own life through bluegrass.

Summary of Lesson:

The students will first listen to a bluegrass song. Then examine the lyrics with guiding questions provided by the teacher. Then they will produce lyrics for an original song they create. The students will then be allowed to perform their song for the rest of the class or simply display the lyrics.

Evaluation and Assessment:

Produce an original song that identifies an event in their family’s history. It can be something they personally experienced or something they have learned secondhand. The lyrics will be collected and graded according to guidelines set forth. The students will also receive extra credit (up to 10 points) for performing their song for the class.

Follow-up Activities:

· Assign the students to research a particular part of the country on www.storycorps.net and have them discuss its importance in United States and world history. 
· Have them research to find a song about a particular event in history. This could be broad or very narrow depending on the topic you wish to cover. 
· It can also be adapted to have a student produce a poem or short story instead of a song. 
· They could also write an entire song with all the elements of bluegrass depending on the availability of instruments.

Additional Information (including national and/or state requirements or standards addressed:
NCSS Thematic Strand: Culture; Time, Continuity, and Change; People, Places, and Environments; Individual Development and Identity 

Ohio Academic Content Standard: Ninth Grade, Geography. Benchmark C: Analyze the patterns and processes of movement of people, products and ideas.   “Analyze the social, political, economic and environmental factors that have contributed to human migration now and in the past. (5).

Resources Used:

Audio Resources

Song Name: “I'm Going Back to Old Kentucky”
Artist Name: Bill Monroe

Album: The Very Best of Bill Monroe and His Blue Grass Boys

Songwriter(s): Bill Monroe 

Release Date: August 8, 2002 

Label: MCA Nashville

I’m going back to old Kentucky,
There to see my Linda Lou.
I’m going back to old Kentucky

Where the skies are always blue.
When I left old Kentucky

Linda kissed me and she cried.
I told her that I would not linger.
I’d be back, by and by.
Linda Lou, is she is a beauty.
Those pretty brown eyes I loved so well.
I’m going back to old Kentucky,
Never more to say farewell.
Linda Lou, you know I love you

I long for you each night and day

When the roses bloom in old Kentucky

I’ll be coming back to stay

http://www.cmt.com/lyrics/bill-monroe/im-going-back-to-old-kentucky/6547233/lyrics.jhtml
Lesson Plan Outline: Utunes: Your History as a Song
Objectives:

This lesson will offer another interpretation of history and how it is documented. The students will consider the varying sources of history and their accuracy. This lesson will continue to build on the introduction of bluegrass, its culture and its importance. The students will also draw comparisons to their own life through bluegrass.

Materials used:
a. CD player 

b. Projector for lyrics to be displayed

c. Any musical instruments available 

Prior Knowledge and Experience/Curriculum Content:
The students will have been introduced to bluegrass prior to this lesson. The will have a basic knowledge of its beginnings and how it has progressed. The students will also have conducted family history interviews with their relatives. They will have asked these relatives basic questions to have knowledge of their family history. These questions will include but not be limited to: When did our family arrive in America? What country did our relatives come from? Why did they come/ under what circumstances? Have we always lived in this part of America? Where and why did we move here?

Procedures:
1. (5 minutes) Have the class listen to “I’m Going Back to Old Kentucky” by Bill Monroe. Ask the students to discern the meaning of the lyrics. Who is involved? Why did the artist write the song? What is it about? When do you think it was written?

2. (5 minutes) Explain that the students will be composing their own original song. They can use a melody from another song, but the lyrics have to be original. The students will be using the information they have gathered from their family histories. 

3. (5 minutes) Discuss what you will expect each of the songs to include. The songs will need three stanzas with at least four lines in each. The lines should rhyme. As long as they make an effort, they will not be penalized if all lines do not rhyme. Review the definition of a refrain and how it should be used. Mention that they will have an opportunity to perform their songs for the class at the end of the period.

4. (20 minutes) Allow the students to work on their songs individually. During this time walk around the and check on the students’ progress and guide their structure and the content they are using.  Near the end of the 20 minutes ask for volunteers of students who would like to perform their songs. The students can also recruit other students to form their “band” to perform their song. The other members of the band can sing harmonies or play instruments (depending on availability). Simply clapping along in a beat qualifies as part of the “band.”

5. (5 minutes) At this time the students who are performing their songs can share them with the members of their band. And prepare to perform the song. 

6. (10 minutes) The final procedure is for the performance of their songs by the students. Students can also simply display their lyrics or read them out loud. Students can also display their lyrics and have the entire class sing along.  This can be extended into the next day if the entire class wishes to share their songs.

Indicators of Success:
· Identify important events in their family history and how that relates to a larger societal history.

· Evaluate the importance of oral history in bluegrass music and also in U.S. history

· Produce an original song (lyrics) using their family history.

· Demonstrate their knowledge of bluegrass music its instruments and history. Also, how it relates to oral traditions

i NCSS references are from National Council for the Social Studies, Expectations of Excellence: Curriculum Standards for Social Studies (Washington DC: National Council for the Social Studies, 1994).


ii Ohio Academic Content Standards are from Ohio Department of Education, Academic Content Standards: Social Studies, K-12 (Ohio Department of Education, 2004).











